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the bill by striking out the two hundred and twen- 
ty-fifth line, as follows: 


« For United States Capital extension, $1,000,009." 
| make that motion for the purpose of dispos- 


i 
j 
| 


ing of this question. Otherwise it would be de- | 
eS 


bated here another day, and we should end the 
debate where we began it. If gentlemen’are in 


favor of the appropriation, they can have a chance | 


to vote upon it in the House; if they are opposed 
to the appropriation, they have the same right in 
the House. I think the Committee of Ways and 


Means are as competent to decide on its necessity | 
as we can possibly be who have given less atten- | 


tion to it. 


If we strike it out, we can pass on to | 


other items of the bill; and we will have an op- | 


portunity in the House to recor 
or against this item. In the anxiety to dispose 
of the publie business, I hope the committee will 
proceed to yote on my amendment. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Mr. Chair- 
man—— 

[Loud cries of ‘* Question !’’ ‘* Question !’’] 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


I under- | 


our votes for | 


{} 


may do as other countries have always done— 
encourage art so far as to give their artists some 
opportunity to transmit their names to future 
times, in connection with this national edifice, and 


| not to have the panels of this Hall filled with daubs 


stand my right here to be to offer my amendment, | 


and the right of gentlemen on the other side of 
the House to reject it if they see fit. I propose 
toamend by adding this amendment: 

Provided, That this appropriation shall not be expended, 


in whole or in part, upon the embellishment or decoration || 


of the Capitol extension, either by painting or sculpture in 
the panels or niches of the Senate or House, or in the ped- 


iments of the porticoes, or in the finish of the halls, com- | 
mittee rooms, Or passages, unless the designs for such em- | 


bellishment and 
to and accepted WY a committee, to be selected by the Pres- 
ident, composed of three distinguished artists, citizens of 
the United States, which committee shall be employed by 
the President for the purpose of examining and determining 
upon such designs as shall be adopted for the embellishment 


of the Capitol extension: .4nd provided further, Said com- | 


mittee of artists shall act in connection with and subordi- 
nate to the Joint Committee on the Library of Congress, 
and shall not be authorized to conclude any contract for the 
execution of such design without the direction of said com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Chairman, I desire to say to the commit- 
tee, if this amendment does not explain itself, that 
itis my purpose, in offering the amendment, to 


e the embellishment of this Capitol in the | 
n 


ands of our Joint Committee on the Library, but 
to interpose so as to have the designs that are to 
fil] these panels and niches submitted to artistic 
taste before they are adopied. If you appropri- 
ate for this Capitol extension a million dollars, 


and permit it to go unguarded im this appropria- | 


tion bill, this million dollars may be expended, in 
whole or in part, by those who have heretofore 


conducted the embellishment and decoration of | 


this Capitol. The panels around this Hall may 
all be filled with this money. These niches may 
all be filled with sculpture of the selection of gen- 
tlemen who have no experience in such matters; 
and I think, myself, it ought to be guarded. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Iilinois. If the gentleman 
will listen to me for a moment, I would suggest 
that instead of his three distinguished artists he 
refer this matter to the Joint Committee on the 
Library, and they can consult with distinguished 
artists if they choose. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I would say 
to the gentleman that I have brought the commit- 
tee of artists that I have designated under the con- 
trol of the Committee on the Library so far as to 
prevent the artists from executing designs until 
they shall be approved by the Joint Committee 
on the Library. But I have brought the Joint 
Committee on the Library under the control of 
artisuc taste to the extent that the designs that 
are to be submitted to them shall have passed the 
examination of men of some professional skill. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I would ask the gentle- 
man from Kentucky what amount of pay his 
cmandanens provides shall be given to these art- 

s! 

_Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. None atall, 
sir. lam proud for American artists to say that 
they want no pay. All they ask is that their 
Country, in erecting an edifice like this, and in es- 
tablishing a great national monumeat like this, 
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ecoration shall have been first submitted | 





like that. [Peinting to a specimen of fresco in 
one of the panels of the Hall. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I wish to say to 
the gentleman from Kentucky that 1 approve of 
his amendment, and hope it will be adopted; but 
I wish to remark that the money which will be 
required for the decoration of this Hall is not in- 
cluded in this appropriation. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Mr. Chair- 
man, I believe I have the floor. The gentleman 
is so compendious in his remarks, that a single 
sentence deserves a reply. [Laughter.] Let me 
say to the gentleman, 

‘* There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 

Than are dreamt of in your philosopliy.”’ 

Sir, if this appropriation is not guarded as I 
propose, these panels will be filled-—— 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I do not propose 
to reply at any length to the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky; but when he proposes to 
call into requisition the high degree of artistic 
skill which he eulogizes so much, I may refer to 
some of the exhibitions of artistic skill here, tnat 


|| have provoked the criticism and animadversion 


| of members ever since we have occupied this 


Hall. It is claimed by these artists that this Hall 
exhibits the highest degree of that artistic skill 
which is again to be invoked to decorate and adorn 
this Capitel. Now, I am notdisposed to confide 
much in that kind of artistic skill by which this 
Hall and this Capitol extension have been dee- 
orated. I much prefer to rely upon the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Library, or a joint committee to be 
raised for the purpose, than upon these three dis- 
tinguished artists. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. None of my 


i; men had anything to do with this Hall. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. If we place the 
matter under the control of such a committee, 
who will, of course, consult such artists as they 


| consider to be distinguished artists, I think we 


shall arrive at better conclusions than by confid- 
ing the matter to the unlimited control of three 
distinguished artists, who are kind enough to vol- 
unteer their services for no compensation but the 
distinguished honor of having their marks upon 
this national edifice. 1 think the fact that they are 
willing to give their services without pay is quite 
conclusive evidence that their services would be 


| worth just what they ask for them. [Laughter.] 


I hope the amendment will be modified, so as 


| to place the matter under the direction of a joint 


committee of Congress; but if it be a fact, as stated 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that this 
appropriation does not apply to the decorations 
of the Capitol, then the amendment is altogether 
unnecessary. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I would like 
to know where the control of the matter is now? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I suppose that the 


| control of it rests with the architect of the Capitol. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I understand 
that it rests with the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois... And that commit- 
tee have never consulted on the subject, as I un- 
derstand. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. And never 
will. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. There is no law 
directing the supervision of the matter by the 
Committee on the Library. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The archi- 
| tecture of the Capitol rests ultimately with the 
President of the United States, by law. The act- 





ual supervision of the architecture has been trans- 
ferred to the Secretary of War, and by him to 
Captain Meigs. And when they put a thing like 
| that painting over there on plaster, they call it a 
| part.of the architecture, inasmuch as part of it is 
' 


fresco work. 





Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. ‘When, if the con- 
trol of the matter is fixed by law, the gentleman’s 
amendment, according to his own statement, is 
notin order, as it changes the existing law. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Not atall. 
There is no provision of law about the embellish- 
ment and decoration of the Capitol, to which my 
amendment is confined. 

The amendment to the amendment, proposed 
by Mr. Marsnatt, of Kentucky, was agreed to. 

The question was taken; and the motion to 


| strike out was agreed to. 


Mr. SINGLETON. I move to amend, by in- 
serting after line two hundred and twenty-five, the 
following: 


For fencing, grading the grounds, painting and otherwise 
finishing the marine hospital at Vicksburg, in the State of 
Mississippi, $5,000. 


rv LETCHER. That amendment is not in 
order, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I propose 
to offer the amendment which was just voted into 
the clause which has been stricken out, as an inde- 
pendent amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not inorder. The clause has been 
stricken out of the bill, leaving nothing to which 
the gentleman’s amendment is germane. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. lLaminstracted by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of the 
bill: 


For repairing the saloon in the old portion of the Patent 
Office building for the reception of models of patents, and 


| for fitting up and furnishing the same with suitable cases, 


$40,000. 


Mr. SEWARD. L rise to a question of order. 


| This amendment is not germane to this bill. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. | If the gentleman 
from Georgia will hear this letter upon the sub- 
ject, I think he will see that it is in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Report what it hitches to. 

Mr. SEWARD. Itdoes not hitch to anything. 

Mr. HOUSTON... If it does not hitch, then I 
object to it. [Laughter.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | make the point of order 
that that amendment is not germane to any por- 
tion of this bill and cannot be in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Ghair thinks it need 
not necessarily be germane to any. portion of the 
bill to make it in order. The Chair thinks it is 
in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. Itis not to carry out any ex- 
isting law, and | appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The question was taken on the appeal, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I now send up the 
| foliowing letters, which will explain the whole 
| matter. 

The following letters were read: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
February 19, 1858. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith a eommuni- 
cation from Hon. J. Thompson, Secretary of the Interior, 
with inclosures, by which an additional appropriation is 

| requested of $40,000, ‘ for preparing the saloon of the old 
| portion of the Patent Office building for the reception of 
models for paients, and for fitting up, repairing, and furnish- 
| ing the same with suitable cases.’’ 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 


| HOWELL COBB, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


| Hon. James L. Orr, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives, $c. 


Derarrxent or THe INreRtior, 
Wasnineton, February 18, 1858. 
Scr: IT have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter ad- 


| dressed me on the 16th instant by the Commissioner of 


Patents, asking that such steps may be taken as may be re- 
quisite to obtain an appropriation for fitting up the portion 
of the Patent Office butiding heretofore occupied by the 


| collections of the expioring expedition, for the reception of 


models, &c. 


Approving of the object for which the expenditure is pro- 
tl posed to be made, I have the honor to request that the fol- 
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lowing estimate therefor be submitted by you to Congress, | 
to wit: 6 1] 
For preparing the saloon of the old portion of the Patent | 
Office building, for the reception of models for patents, and | 
for fitting up, repairing, and furnishing the same with suit- || 
abie cases, $40,000. 
Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
eee ee J. THOMPSON, Secretary. 
Hon. Howe. Conn, Secretary of the Treasury. i] 
aus | 
Unrrep States Patent Orrice, 
February 16, 1858. || 
Srr: I have the honor to submit, for your consideration, || 
the inclosed communication from Mr. Edward Clark, archi- 
tect and superintendent of the Patent Office building. Should | | 
his suggestions in regard to the new cases, &c., which will i] 
be required, meet your approbation, [ hope it will be agree- | | 
able to you to place the matter in such a position before Con- | 
gress as will secure the requisite appropriation. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
J.HOLT, || 
Commissioner of Patents. || 
Hon. Jacos Tuomrson, Secretary of the Interior. | 


Patent Orrice Borrpine, 
January 25,1858. || 

Sia: At your request I have examined the cases now in || 
the saloon of the old portion of the Patent Office building, || 
and find them defective and unfit for the reception of mod- | | 
els. i 

The present cases are so high that another tier cannot be 
placed above them, as there is no head-room to pass under 
the architraves. | 

By making new cases of less height than those now in 
the room, and putting a gallery and an additional tierabove, 
you will have nearly twice the room for models that you 
now have. 

I would, therefore, most respectfully suggest that new 
cases be made similar to those in the wings, and that the 
walls and ceiling of the saloon be repaired and painted. 

To carry out this object an appropriation of $40,000 will 
be required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWARD CLARK, 
Superintendent Patent Office Building. 
J. Hour, Esq., Commissioner of Patents. 


Mr. BURNETT. What law is there author- 
izing this appropriation ? 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. The law requiring | 


the Patent Office to be built. The law requiring it 
to be fitted up and furnished. I will state that the 
saloon in the center building has been occupied 
with curiosities, but they have recently been re- 
moved into the.Smithsonian Institution, and this 
appropriation is now necessary to fit up the saloon 
for the reception of models. There are twenty laws 
upon the subject of the Patent Office, any of which 
would authorize this appropriation. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman says this is 
euthorized under the appropriations fer the ex- 
tension of the Patent 
the law which authorized the building of the Pat- 
ent Office. Now, sir, that portion of the building 
for which this $40,000 is asked, has been finished 
for years. This is a separate and independent ap- 
propriation of money for the purpose of putting 
cases in the hall of the Patent Office that has been 
made vacant by the removal of the museum to the 
Smithsonian Institution. I take issue with the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and tell him there is no law authorizing the ap- 
propriation. I ask the gentleman to show me upon 
the statute-book any statute which authorizes an 
appropriation of $40,000 by Congress for the pur- 

ose of putting cases into the central hall of the | 
Patent Office. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. In reply to the gen- 
tleman I will say, that there is not a single law 
upon the statute-book authorizing the furnishing | 
of any building, either an executive building, the 
President’s House, or this Capitol. The furtish- 
ing proceeds upon the principle that it is an inci- || 
dent to the erection of the buildings themselves. | 


| Mr. 


fice building, and under || 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














der. 


The ae was being put on the amendment || 
° i] 


of Mr. J. Guancy Jones, when 
Mr. BLAIR said: 


I desire to offer an amend- 


ment to the amendment of the gentleman from | 
|| Mr. HAMMOND presented the credentials of 


Pennsylvania. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Then I move that the com- 


|| mittee rise. I do not want to be kept here all night 


upon this bill. 

Mr. HUGHES. The motions are not in or- 
der, as the committee were dividing on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 


point of order. 


The question was taken on the amendment of | 
Mr. J. Grancy Jones; and it was not agreed to. | 


Mr. PHELPS. 
desire to submit. It does not require an appro- 
priation of money; but it is to correct some mis- 
takes in an appropriation of money by the last 
Congress. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the balance of 
the appropriation of $2,200, ‘for flagging foot-way, in the 
congressional burying ground, from the entrance of the same 
to the Government vault,”’ by act approved 3d March, 1857, 
may be applied in extending the flagging the whole length 
of the avenue, as originally intended, and that the appropri- 
ation of $1,500 “for the construction of the wooden bridge, 
with a double track, across the canal, in the line of the main 


| avenue,’’ may be applied to the erection of a foot-bridge in 


lieu thereof, as recommended by the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


the amendment which I before offered, in relation 
to the decoration of the Capitol, and which was 


| struck out under a misunderstanding. 


The amendment was read. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
Inasmuch as everything connected with the ex- 
tension of the Capitol has been stricken out, this 

ee is not germane to anything in the 
| bill. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
| that the question of order is well taken. 
ARSHALL, of Kentucky. 

| from the decision of the Chair. 

| ‘The question being, ** Shall the decision of the 


I appeal 


Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” | 


| it was put; and decided in the affirmative. 
So the opinion of the Chair was sustained, and 


‘| the amendment was ruled out. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that the 
| committee rise, and report the bill to the House. 
_ The motion was agreed to. 
| So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
| resumed the chair, Mr. Smiru, of Tennessee, re- 


| ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


_ ation, and particularly House bill (No. 200) mak- 


_ing appropriations for sundry civil expenses of | 
| the Government for the year ending 30th June, | 


1859, and had instructed him to report the same 
back to the House, with various amendments, 
with a recommendation that they do pass. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
| vious question upon the adoption of the amend- 
ments. 


Mr. STANTON, 


agreed to by the committee unanimously, but was 


Mr. BURNETT. This is not for furnishing | voted out afterwards by mistake. 


the Patent Office. | 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. It is. 

Mr, BURNETT. Iask the gentleman what | 
evidence he has that it is necessary that we should | 
expend $40,000 for the purpose of putting cases |) 
into that hall? Where are the models to put into | 
them? The building is now full of cases, and | 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. I have no objection 
to allow that amendment to be offered, if 1 do not 
lose the floor thereby. 

The SPEAKER. If it be the pleasure of the 
House, the proposition will be received. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was entertained. 


Mr. J. G@LANCY JONES. 





those cases are not now fully occupied. Now, 1 | 
ask the committee if they will go on and appro- || 
priate $40,000 to put additional cases into a room | 
which has been made vacant by removing the | 
museum to the Smithsonian Institution? I think || 
it should not pass. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 


I move the previ- 
ous question. 

The previous sun was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 


| the vote by which the main question was ordered ; 
I want to | and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 


offer an additional section to the bill. || the table. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. 
rise and report the bill, with the amendments, to 
the House. ' 


| 
| 


I move that the committee || 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


‘ the House (at six o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 


The CHAIRMAN. The motion is not in or- H IN SENATE. 


I have an amendment which I | 


I now offer || 


state of the Union had, according to order, had | 
| the state of the Union generally under consider- | 


{ move the pre- | 


I ask the gentleman from | 
_ Pennsylvania to allow me, before he calls the pre- | 
vious question, to offer an amendment which was | 





___ May 20, 





Tuvrspay, May 20, 1858. 
Prayer by Rev. Samvert Rogers. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


CREDENTIALS. 


| 


| Hon, Anrnur P. Hayne, appointed a Senator by 

| the Governor of the State of South Carolina, to 
|| fill, until the next meeting of the Legislature, the 
|| vacancy occasioned by the death of Hon. Josiah 
|| J. Evans; which were read; and the oath pre. 
scribed by law having been administered to Mr. 
Hayne, he took his seat in the Senate. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. IVERSON presented a memorial of the 
|| State of Georgia, praying that the money ex. 
pended by that State in the payment of troops 
| for the protection of the frontiers of that State, 
|| from hostile incursions by the Indians, between 
the years 1793 and 1818, may be refunded; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
} and Militia. 

|| Mr. POLK presented a memorial of the Cham. 
|| ber of Commerce of St. Louis, Missouri, pray- 
|| ing that the remainder of the lands granted to 
|| lowa, for the improvement of the Des Moines 
| river, may be applied to the Keokuk, Fort Des 
|| Moines, and Minnesota Railroad; which was re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented a memorial of the 
|| executive board of the American Indian Aid As. 
|| Sociation, in the city of New York, praying that 

| such laws may be passed as will protect and im- 





_ prove the Indian tribes in the United States; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs; 
/and a motion by him to print it was referred to 
| the Committee on Printing. 

| He also presented a memorial of the American 
| Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
| praying to be released from the condition of the 
|| fourth article of the Cherokee treaty, made at New 
Echota, December 29, 1835; which was referred 
|| to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

| Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of P. J. 
|| Hickey, praying for the payment of a sum of 
|| money due him underan agreement between him 
|| and the United States, and indemnity for losses 
|| occasioned by a breach of that agreement on the 
part of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HAMMOND presented the petition of 
Clark Mills, praying for an amendment of the act 
of Congress of January 25, 1853, authorizing the 
erection of an equestrian statue of Washington; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Public 
| Buildings and Grounds. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the 
Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 230) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Daniel Hay, deceased, reported 
it without amendment, and submitted a report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 339) grant- 
ing a pension to Joseph Vance, reported it with- 
| out amendment, and submitted an adverse report; 


i 


} 





which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Eliphalet Lyman, 
asked to be discharged from its farther considera 
| tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
|| Public Lands; which was agreed to. 
|| Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public 
|| Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 
| 318) recognizing the assignment of land warrant 
|| No. 35,956, issued to John Davis, as valid, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 375) to create two 
| additional land districts in the Territory of Wash- 
|| ington, reported it without amendment. 
| r. CLAY, from the Committee on Commerce, 
‘| to whom were referred a memorial of the Legis- 
| lature of Minnesota praying that an appropriation 

| may be made for the improvement of the St. Croix 
river; a memorial of the Legislature of Minneso'a 
_ praying that an appropriaiion may be made for 
| the removal of the Beef Slough bar, in the Mis- 








| And then, on motion of Mr. BARKSDALE, i sissippi river; a memorial of the Legislature of 


Minnesota, praying that an appfopriation may be 
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made for the improvement of the piteeees from | of the South Pass wagon road, for the purpose of 


the mouth of the Minnesota river to Sauk ! 
q resolution of the Legislature of California in |, 
favor of the construction of a breakwater at San | 
Louis Obispo, in that State; a report of the Secre- || 
tary of War, in answer to a resolution calling for || 
surveys of the Potomac river in the vicinity of I] 
Washington; and a report of the Secretary of || 
War, communicating estimates for the improve- | 
ment of certain harbors on Lake Erie, reported | 
adversely thereon. ; 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred a memorial of John H. Litchfield | 
and others, light-house keepersy for an increase | 
of salary; two petitions of business men of the | 


test the applicability of Professor Ballot’s theor 
of storms to the lakes; a memorial of Daniel F. 


| 
| 
. ‘ . . | 
northwestern lakes, asking an appropriation to |, 
| 


Tiemann, and others, in relation to a plan for the | 
ew York; | 
resolutions of the Legislature of New Jersey in || 
favor of the restoration of the ports of Jersey || 


sanitary improvement of the city of 


City and Camden to that State, and, if et 


ing ports of entry at Tom’s river and Atlantic \| 
City, and a modification of the laws relating to the | 
coasting trade; and resolutions of the Chamber | 


of Commerce at Charleston, South Carolina, in 


vey, asked to be discharged from their further | 


consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY. The same committee, to whom | 
was referred a resolution instructing them to in- | 
quire into the expediency of reporting a bill to re- || 


| mittee on Military Affairs and Militia; which was 


apids; || giving greater security and protection to emigrant 


travel, asked to be discharged from its further | 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- || 


agreed to. | 
Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on the Post | 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
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following resolution : which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia be instructed to inquire into the propriety and ex 


|| pediency of making and opening a route tor a wagon road, 


on or near the thirty-fifth parallel of latitude, from Fort 
——_ on the Arkansas river, to Albuquerque, in New 
Mexico. 


ry | 
of making them portsof entry; also of establish- || 


;memorial of A. L. Pennock, asked to be dis- 


|| it be referred to the Committee on Claims; which 


was agreed to. 
LAND DISTRICT IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. STUART. The Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
|| 564) to create a land district in the Territory of 
|| New Mexico, have directed me to report it back 


is of a very important public character, and con- 


pass the bill at this time. 
trict in this Territory now. 
| There being ro objection, the Senate, as in Com- 


mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. 


shall have been extinguished, shall constitute a 
land district to be called the ‘*‘District of New 


' 


at such place, within the district, as the President 


A register and receiver are to be appointed, to re- 


strain the importation or emigration into the Uni- || side at the site of the office, whose powers, duties, 


ted States of foreign paupers and criminals, have 
instructed me to report, that while they approve 
the object of the resolution, they are not able to 


devise any specific means for achieving it, und | 


therefore ask to be discharged from the further 


| 

consideration of the subject. 
Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- || 
vate Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill | 
(H.R. No. 251) to authorize the claimants in right | 


of John Huertas to enter certain lands in Flor- 
ida, reported it without amendment. 
Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, who were instructed by a resolution of | 


the Senate to inquire into the expediency of con- 
ferring additional powers on the United Siates dis- 
trict courts in-California, in certain cases, sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from tae Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 141) 


to establish a port of entry at Tom’s river, New | 


Jersey, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairsand Militia, to whom 
was referred the petition of Marie Genaud, sole 
heir of John Hudry, submitted a report, accom- 


~ by a bill (S. No. 385) for the relief of the | 
} 


eirs or legal representatives of John Hudry. 
The bill was read, and passed to a second reading; 
and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to whom was referred a memorial of 
the Legislature of Iowa, reported a bill (S. No. 


386) toamend ‘* An act granting lands to the Ter- | 
ritory of Lowa to aid in the improvement of the | 


Des Moines river, in said Territory ;”’ which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Public | 


Buildings and Grounds, to whom was referred 


the petition of Rev. A. G. Carothers and others, | 
ciuzens of Washington, as to the inclosure of | 


the a opposite the Assembly Church, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon. 

Mr. POLK, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the heirs of John Forsyth, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 388) for the relief 
of the leffl representatives of the late John For- 
syth. The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading; and the report was ordered to be printed. 

_Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on In- 

lan Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
of James B. Thomas, and a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of Lowa, in his behalf, reported that the 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the subject. 

_Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
tion (S. No. 23) to authorize a change of location 


|| obligations, and responsibilities, are to be the same | 
|| as are now prescribed by law for other land offi- 


|| and passed to a second reading. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without || 


! 
|| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || resolution at this time; and I will give my reasons 
| very briefly. It is a mere explanatory resolution 
| 


| cers. 


third time, and passed. 
| BILLS INTRODUCED. 


|| for the relief of Myra Clark Gaines; which was 
|| read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
| tee on Pensions. 
|| Mr. CLINGMAN asked, and by unanimous 
|| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
|| $84) to regulate the rates of postage to and from 
'| foreign countries; which was read twice by its 
| title, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. PUGH asked, and by unanimous consent 
| obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 387) for 
|| the better regulation of sales and entries of the 
|| public lands, and to limit the fees of registers and 
|| receivers at the several land offices; which was 
|| read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Public Lands. 
|| Mr. STUART asked, and by unanimous con- 
|| sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
|| 389) providing for the allotment of lands to certain 
|| New York Indians, and for other purposes; which 
|| was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
|| Committee on Indian Affairs. 

‘|| Mr. COLLAMER asked, and by unanimous 


| 





lution (S. No. 44) to grant to the judges and so- 


was read and passed to a second reading. 


ARMS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


convert any portion of the arms of the United States now 
on hand into breech-loading arms ; and of the advantage to 
| be derived from such chan ge ; the probable cost thereof for 
rifles and muskets; and, if any, what appropriation be ne- 
cessary for that purpose. 


| LIEUTENANT WARREN’S EXPLORATIONS. 

Mr. JONES submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sént, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
| Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
| viding for the engraving and publishing a map of the explo- 
rations of Lieutenant Warren, in Nebraska Territory. 


| ALBUQUERQUE WAGON ROAD. 











Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, submitted the 


| 
| 


j 


charged from its further consideration, and that || 
| 

| 

i 


and recommend its passage; and inasmuch as it || 


tains but a section or two, I hope the Senate will || 
There is no land dis- | 


It provides that the public lands in the Terri- || 
| tory of New Mexico, to which the Indian title |! 
favor of the vigorous prosecution of the coast sur- | | 


Mexico,’’ the office for which shall be established || 
of the United States may from time to time direct. | 


Mr. SEWARD asked, and by unanimous con- || ae ago. 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 383) | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso- || 


| licitor of the Court of Claims the use of the con- | 
| gressional library, and for other purposes; which || 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to in- |! 
form the Senate whether in his opinion it be expedient te |! 





NEW ORLEANS CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following reso- 
| lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
| Sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 


, to inform the Senate of the present condition of the new 
| custom-house at New Orleans, what sum will be necessary 


|| for its completion, and what appropriation is required for 


| the payment of liabilities under existing contracts. 
SAMUEL BROMBERG. 


Mr. MASON. Yesterday I submitted, from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, an adverse 
report on the petition of Samuel Bromberg. I 
have since ascertained that the case was not re- 
ferred to the committee; and I ask, therefore, the 
| reconsideration of the order by which the com- 

mittee was discharged from the reconsideration 
of the subject. ° 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask that those papers be 
| now referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, in order that they may be reported upon. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN C. CARTER. 
I Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the 
— of John C. Carter, reported a joint reso- 
| lution (S. Ne. 43) for his relief; which was read, 


Mr.GWIN. I ask the Senate to consider that 


| of one that passed the Senate upwards of three 

The original resolution was reported 
yy me as chairman of the Committee on Naval 

Affairs. It passed both Houses; but a construc- 

tion was placed on it by the accounting officers of 

| the Treasury which deprived him of $900 which 

|| the Committee on Naval Affairs and Congress in- 
| tended he should have. This is merely todoaway 
| with that. I hope it will be acted on now. 


olution is. 

The joint resolution was read a second time. It 
| directs the proper accounting officers of the Treas- 
| ury, in the settlement of the accounts of Lieuten- 
_antJohn C. Carter, of the United States Navy, to 
| allow him the sum provided in the joint resolution 

approved February 13, 1855, for such expenses 
| as were incurred by him whilst acting as purser 
, on board the ship Massachusetts, while under- 

going repairs at San Francisco, California, de- 
| ducting therefrom the sum allowed him on account 
of that service since the date of the passage of that 
| joint resolution; but the allowanee is not to exceed 

$955 36. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
|} as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the joint 
|| resolution. 

Mr. KING. I ask if there is any report, or 
anything which can give us any information as 
| to the nature of the joint resolution? I should 
|| judge, from the language, that this man had an 
| allowance, but now wants more. 

Mr.GWIN. If the Senator will listen to me for 
|| a moment, I will show how the case comes here. 
| The original resolution was reported by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs upwards of three years 
ago. I waschairman of the committee at the time; 
aod we specified in that joint resolution the exact 
| sum to a cent that he was to be allowed; but the 
accounting officers of the Treasury so construed 
| itas to exclude $900 of the amount claimed by 
| him, This is merely explanatory of what the 
|| committee intended atthat time. I was requested 
|| to state the facts of the case, which I know to be 
| so. The accounting officers have refused to allow 
| the amount of $900, by a construction they put 
upon the wording of the original resolution. I 
1 went up myself to inquire into it. Iam noton 
| 
| 


| Mr. KING. I should like to hear what the res- 
] 


| 


the Committee on Naval Affairs now, but I am 
equested to make the statement. 
‘Mr. HAMLIN. Is it reported by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs ? 
Mr, GWIN. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. KING. If there is any report in the case, 
I ask that it be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no report; 
but there is a statement from the Treasury De- 
partment. 

Mr. KING. Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

Treascry DeparTMENT, 
Fovrtn Avprron’s Orrice, Mareh 3, 1858. 

Sin: On the 13th of February, 1855, a joint resolution was 
passed by Congress, directing that Lieutenant J. C. Carter, 
of the Navy, should be allowed, in the settlement of his ac 
counts, such expenses as were incurred by him, while acting 
as purser on board the United States ship Massachusetts, 
undergoing repairs at San Francisco, provided the amount 
should not exceed $1,769 05. Accordingly, on the settle 
ment of his accounts, be was allowed by the accounting 
officers such expenses as were proved to have been incurred 
by him while the Massachusetts was undergoing repairs at 
San Francisco, which, however, amounted only to $913 69. 
Mr. Carter contended that he should have been allowed the 
whole sum which the resolution provided should not be ex- 
ceeded, although some of the expenses were contracted 
while the Massachusetts was not undergoing repairs, and he 
appealed from the decisions of the accounting officers to the 
head of the Department. This appeal has never been de 
cided, and while it is pending, | can, of course, take no fur 
ther action in the matter without your express permission. 

The honorable Mr. Gwan who was chairman of the com- 
mittee that reported the joint resolution in the Senate, 
has recently assured me, that although the intention of the 
committee may not have been accurately expressed in the 
resolution, it Was certainly designed that Mr. Carter should 
be allowed the whole amount of the vouchers that were 
presented to them, which amount was $1,869 05. Whilel 
have not the least misgiving as to the correctness of the con 
struction placed by the accounting officers upon the reso 
lution agreeably to what were considered established prin 
ciples of legal interpretation, and although | know that itis 
not legitimate in ascertaining the meaning of a law to be in 
fluenced by the statement of one of its framers as to what 
was intended, yet in this case, to save Mr. Carter the time 
and trouble, which would be required to obtain a supple 
mental or declaratory law, which would probably be granted 
if applied for, | have concluded to reconsider the case and 
allow him the amounts limred by the resolution, if you 
should see fitto permit him to withdraw his appeal and pre 
sent the subject anew to this office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. O. DAYTON. 
Hon. Howew, Cops, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. GWIN. I will state that the original res- 
olution, as it came from the House of Represent- 
atives, did not limit the amount to the touchers 
before the committee; but we amended it so that 
the allowance should not exceed that sum; and 
it covered the very vouchers that were there. We 
did not so word it that it should be eutirely for 
repairs. There were some other expenses that he 
incurred that covered the whole amount. It has 
been so construed as to cover only expenses in- 
curred while the repairs were going on. In the 
hurry of altering it in the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, a word was left out which was intended 
to be inserted. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading, read the third ime, and passed. 


DELIVERY OF LETTERS. 


Mr. KING. I ask that the resolution which 
I offered yesterday, and jaid over with the con- 
currence of the chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, be now taken up, 
and passed, I presume there will be no objection 
whatever to it. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the following resolution, submitted 
by Mr. Kina, yesterday: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to jnquire whether the post office 
laws authorize a postmaster to refuse to deliver letters toa 
person authorized to receive them by the person to whom 
the letters are addressed, and whether any legislation is re- 
quired on this subject, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. BIGLER. I would suggest to the Senator 
from New York that the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads have had that subject under 
consideration. 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


) 
' 


Mr. KING. The chairman of the committee, | 


I believe, has no objection to the resolution, and 
I hope it will be passed. 

Mr. BIGLER. Very well. 

The resolution was adopted. 


ANTHONY CASLO. 

Mr, CHANDLER. I move that Senate bill 
No. 255 be now taken up. It will not occupy 
three minutes of the time of the Senate. 
bill for the relief of Anthony Caslo, a soldier of 
the war of 1812. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I hope the Senate will carry 
out the understanding of yesterday, and proceed 
with the Private Calendar in regular order. A 


Itis a) 





—— 


rule was adopted for that purpose, I presume I | 
shal! have no objection to this bill; but it occupies || 
more time to be taking up bills in this way, out || 
of their order. It can probably be soon reached || 
in its recular order on the Calendar. 1) 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope this bill will be |! 
taken up, with the understanding that we shall || 
then go on regularly. 

The motion of Mr. CHANDLER was agreed to; 
and the bill (S. No. 255) for the relief of Anthony || 


Caslo, a soldier in the war of 1812, was read a || 


the Whole. 


second time, and considered as in Committee of 
It provides for the allowance to Anthony Caslo, 
otherwise known as Anthony Castle, an invalid || 
pensioner, an amount equal to $2 66 per month, || 
from May 25, 1816, to May 25, 1851, the date at |! 
which his name was entered on the roll of invalid || 
pensioners. | 
Mr. PUGH. Is that a bill to grant a pension || 
from 1816 down? I should like to hear the reason || 
for it. Is there a report? \| 
Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. i] 
Mr. PUGH. Iask the Secretary to read the || 
report. 


The Secretary read the report made by Mr. |! sippi will not press that motion. 


Jones onthe 13th of April, from which it appeared | 
that Anthony Caslo, or Castle, is a native of | 
France, and for several years was a soldier in the | 
French army; he was taken prisoner in Spain | 
during the Peninsular war, and carried into Eng- 
land, where be was induced to enlist ina regiment | 
bound for Canada, with the hope of finally get- 
ting into the United States. In February, 1814, he 
left the British service, and joined the American 
militia, but was soon retaken, and tried for deser- | 
tion, and condemned to be shot, which sentence 
was finally commuted to whipping, 





As soon as | 


he was able, he again deserted, and enlisted in || ' ! 
|| the appellate court; for that is what practically 


the Army of the United States, and was attached 


to the twenty-sixth regiment of infantry, and was || 


soon promoted to a sergeantcy. In the sortie at | 
Fort Erie, on the 17th September, 1814, he was 


badly wounded by a musket ball in the left side, |! 


and was discharged on the 17th day of June, 1815, 
as being unfit to perform the duties of a soldier by | 
reason of such wound. 

The petitioner applied for a pension in 1816, | 
but a pension was denied him; and in several suc- | 


cessive applications he was still denied, on the || 


ground, as was alleged, that his name did notap- | 


pear upon the rolls. This was subsequently found || 


|| Office appropriation bill, he would remember that 


to be an error of the Third Auditor of the Treas- 
ury. 

Mr. PUGH. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I am obliged to say that I am 
entirely happy to find that my objection to the 
consideration of this bill has not prevailed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate witliout 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


SHERLOCK AND SHIRLEY, 
Mr. BRIGHT. A bill for the relief of Sher- | 


lock & Shirley was laid on the table on my mo- || 





tion the other day. If it would come up in its 
order, | should not call it up now, but it will not 
be reached on the Calendar, as it is on the table. 
1 suppose there will be no objection to taking it | 


up. I understand that the Senator from Florida, || 
the chairman of the Committee on the Post Office |) 


and Post Roads, has an amendment to offer that | 
covers the point in dispute. If itis debated, I will 
give way; but I am quite sure there will be no 
debate. 

Mr. POLK. The difficulty is, that there area 
great many bills on the Calendar that are entitled 
to be heard, and have as much claim on the con- 
sideration of the Senate as that one. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will say to the Senator from 
Missouri, that this bill is on the table, and would 
not be reached in order. If it leads to debate, I 
will not insist on it. : 

Mr. YULEE. I will state to the Senate, that 


' 





L GLOBE. 








May 20, 
have prepared an amendment which I have ex. 
hibited to that Senator and to the Senator from 
Missouri, who before objected to the bill, which 
is satisfactory to them. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Iam willing to withdraw 
my amendment, another one having been pre- 
pared covering the object. 

Mr. YULEE. My amendment covers the 


| whole point contended for, and isin harmony with 


the views of the committee and the practice the 
have adopted in similar cases. It is to add at the 
end of the bill: 


Provided, That thg reéxamination hereinabove author. 


|| ized shall be confined to cases of fines which have not been 


heretofore reéxamined and finalty decided by the former 
Postmaster General upon the application of the contractors 
for remission. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS. I hope that bill will lie over. [t 
must consume the day if it is taken up. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is up. Does the 
enator from Mississippi move to postpone it? 
Mr. DAVIS. I move tg postpone it until to. 
morrow. 
Mr. PUGH. I hope the Senator from Missis- 
I understand 
that this is simply a case which was not decided 
| at the expiration of the term of the late Postmaster 
|General. Why not have it decided now? Itis 
all ripe for a decision; the officers can promptly 


|| examine and promptly decide it. Time and again 


|it has been delayed on the ground of receiving 


|| proposals for new mail routes, or rather new ser- 


| vice on mail routes; and these parties have been 
| delayed and put off, first by the neglect of the De- 
| partment, and now by the new Postmaster Gep- 


|| eral referred to Congress, and when they come 


to Congress they are to be delayed again. It does 
not open up anything at all, but just continues 


it is, 

| Mr.DAVIS. Isee nothing of merit in this case 
atall. It is quite apparent, from the statement 
made by the Benator from Ohio, and frequently 
| by others on the same side, that if the case has 
| not been decided, as they say, there is no diff- 
| culty in the present Postmaster General taking it 
| up and deciding it. 

| Mr. PUGH. If the Senator understood what 
was stated by the chairman of the committee, and 
| what was stated here at the last Congress, when 
we passed one or two amendments to the Post 


the Postmaster General, without some suggestion 
from Congress, will not examine any case thatis 
left untouched or undecided by his predecessors. 
| Whether he can or cannot do it, he does not 
do it. 

Mr, DAVIS. The Senator from Ohio certainly 
mistakes the position of the present Postmaster 
Genera]. He isa man of enlarged views and very 
obliging temper, and he never could have taken 
the position that he would not decide anything 
his predecessor had not decided, but only that he 
would not reverse the decision his predecessor 


|| had given. 


Mr. YULEE. I am satisfied that the Senator 
| from Mississippi, when he understands the facts of 
the case, will perceive that the principle for which 
he contends is not violated at all, but that the le- 
gislation propesed is in precise harmony with it; 
/ and I will say that the views of the committee are 
| in entire harmony with those of the Senator from 
Mississippi, and we have so acted in reference to 
all cases which have come before the committee. 
This case, which is proposed to be submitted by 
this bill to the Postmaster General, was never 
actually decided at all by the Postmaster General; 
has never been seen by him; and yet, technically, 
it will be w reéxamination; and technically there 
is a —— which prevents the present Postmas- 
ter General, in his view of the matter, from ex- 
amining and passing upon it. ; 
The difficulty arises in this way: bya practice 


I have prepared an amendment, which will prob- | which was peculiar to the late Postmaster Gen- 


7 be eoeeeioes 
he motion of 
the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 


eral, Mr. Campbell, and which was contrary to 


r. Bricut was agreed to; and || that pursued by all former Postmasters General, 


fines were permitted to be entered up by the clerk, 


sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 278) || and sent to the Auditor without ever undergoing 
for the relief of Sherlock & Shirley; the pending || the inspection of the Postmaster General, a0 


question being on the amendment offered by Mr. 
BENJAMIN. 


Mr. YULEE. The amendment of the Senator || partment. 


without receiving his sign manual, orassent; and 
yet they were considered as decisions of the De- 
Against these parties, fines were ©! 





from Louisiana, I presume, will be withdrawn. I || tered up in that manner, never going before the 
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Postmaster General. When the contractors learned | 


THE CONGRESSIO 


a . 


i ——————— 


Mr. YULEE. You are stating facts differently 


of these fines, they then came forward upon an | from those which exist on the record. 


application to the Postmaster General to reéxam- 
ine the case—technically to reéxamine, but for the 
first time, in fact, to examine the fines, and pass 
ypon them. That application was pending. As 
shown by an affidavit of the parties, the Post- 
master General continually and repeatedly prom- 


jsed them to take up the case as soon as he could | 


find time; but he went out of office without hav- 


ing found time. When the new Postmaster Gen- | 


eral reached the cases in their regular order, he 
eaid he must be obliged to consider the fines which 
had been entered up and passed the Auditor asa 
decision of the ee. 
but actually, the Postmaster General has never 

assed upon these fines. Inorder to prevent this 
en being used as a precedent in any other case 
in which the same exact facts did not exist, I have 


acreed to an amendment which covers the whole | 
principle on which objection arose in the former || 
There actually has never been any ex- | 


ebate. 
ateh or decision by a Postmaster General, 
and this will be the first. If the Senator could 
convince the present Postmaster General that he 
has the authority, without a law, to do it, it would 
be very well; but even then I think it would be 
preferable to pursue this course. 
I respect the scrupulousness of the Postmaster 
General. I think itis wholesome. I think it is 
better that in all cases in which even an apparent 


decision has been made before him, the applica- | 


tion for review shoul@ pass under the considera- 
tion of Congress before the new Postmaster Gen- 
eral takes it up for reéxamination. I think, 
myself, he has full authority to act in this case; | 
agree with the Senator on that point; but yet the 
Postmaster General does not think so, and injus- 
tice will be done to these parties if we do not in- 
tervene to remove his objection by a remedial act. 
We provide that if there has been an examina- 
tion and decision by the former Postmaster Gen- 
eral, the present Postmaster General shall not 
touch it. The only object is to enable them to 
bring the arbitrary decision of the clerk under the 
review of the Postmaster General. That is the 
whole matter. It is reasonable; it is right. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator from Florida, to 
whom I defer with very great respect, both for 
his information and his character, seems to me to 
bring forward the statements of the applicants in 
this case, and present them as evidence of the ac- 
tion of the Department. 

Mr. YULEE. The Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. DAVIS. Who makes the affidavit referred 
to? 

Mr. YULEE. The parties make that affidavit; 
but [ have a letter from the officer of the Depart- 
ment having charge of the papers showing the 
facts. There is no evidence at all on the files in- 
dicating the fact that the Postmaster General has 
ever touched these cases. 

Mr. DAVIS. Allow me to proceed a moment, 
and you will understand me better. Have you 
anything from the Department which shows that 
the Postmaster General promised to examine this 
case and did not do it? 

Mr. YULEE. No, sir. 

Mr. PUGH. That statement I made on the 
authority of the applicants. 

Mr. YULEE. I have an affidavit stating that 
fact, Itis nota matter of record. A promise by 
the Postmaster General, in the nature of things, 
not a matter of record. These are well-known, 
reputable, wealthy citizens of Louisville and Cin- 
cinnati, Whose sworn testimony ought to be re- 
ceived, and is received, by the committee, with 
consideration, especially when corroborated by 
information from the Department, and which the 
files exhibit. 

Mr. DAVIS. I was going on to say that the 
ate Postmaster General was a man of great labor, 
and great exactness in his office. It was not 
hecessary for him, before entering up a fine, to 
make a thorough examination. That was a mat- 


ter of law. ‘The contractors knew perfectly well | 


that when they failed to deliver the mail they were 
subject toa fine; and the mere fact of their having 
failed to deliver the‘mail was all that was neces- 
Sary to determine the con¢lusion that they were 
to be fined. 

_ Mr. YULEE, ‘Will the Senator excuse me for 
interrupting him? 


Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. I will give way forever. 


Technically it was; | 


| Mr. DAVIS. I will hear the Senator. \| 
Mr. YULEE. There never was a failure to 
| deliver the mails. There was only delay in de- 
| livery on account of low water, fogs, &c. 

Mr. DAVIS. I presume the gentleman is the 

és : 

|| Only Senator in the body who did not understand 
that the failure I referred to was to make time. I | 
give way entirely. 

The question being taken on the motion to post- | 
| pone, there was, ona division—ayes 15, noes 9, no 
|| quorum voting. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
a quorum is present. || 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays, and 

they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 27, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Broderick, Cameron, 
Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Davis, Doolittle, Foot, Foster, | 
Hale. Hammond, Harlan, Hayne, Houston, Hunter, Iver- 
son, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Polk, Sebastian, Shields, 
Simmons, Slidcli, Stuart, and Wilson—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Dixon, 
| Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Henderson, Jones, Kennedy, Pugh, 

Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, and 
|| Yulee—16. | 


i} 


i} 


| PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 

| call up the next business in order, and clear the | 

|| docket of resolutions. 
| Mr. STUART. I wish to renew a motion | 

| made some time ago, by the honorable Senator | 
from Louisiana, to proceed with the Private Cal- | 
endar during the morning hour, with such cases 

| as do not give rise to debate. 

| The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.SLIDELL. ‘There are a number of cases 

| at the head of the Calendar which have already 

| been passed over as objected to. We may as well 

| begin where we left off when we had the Private | 

| Calendar last under consideration. | 

| ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. That suggestion | 

|| will be adopted if there is no objection. 


JANE SMITH. 

The first bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
|| No. 87) from the Court of Claims, for the relief | 
| of Jane Smith, of the county of Clermont, State 
| of Ohio. 
|| Mr. STUART. This is one of those cases | 
| which is objected to, and will be debated. 
| Mr. JONES. 
Senator from Louisiana to betocommence at those | 
| cases which had been laid aside before. 





} 


point on the Calendar. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 
commenced at the top of the Private Calendar. 
Mr. JONES. That is right. 
The bill was passed over. 


LUCINDA ROBINSON. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
| No. 88) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
|| of Lucinda Robinson, of the county of Orleans, 
| State of Vermont. 

Mr. STUART. That bill is of the same class 
| as the other. These two cases involve questions 
| in regard to back pension. 

The bill was passed over. 


CREEK DEPREDATIONS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 26) to provide for the examination and pay- 


redations of the Creek Indians. 
Mr. STUART. That will be debated. 
The bill was passed over. 
NAHUM WARD. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 











of Nahum Ward. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There is an adverse report 
in that case. 

Mr. IVERSON. Is there any objection to that 
adverse report? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Perhaps there may 
be no objection to it. 

Mr. STUART. I move the indefinite 
ponement of the bill. That is the usual motion. 

Mr.PUGH. That isa bill in relation to which 


' 











NAL GLOBE. 


So the bill was postponed. ] 


I understand the motion of the 


| Mr.SLIDELL. They have commenced at that | 


| ment of certain claims of citizens of Georgia and || 
| Alabama, on account of losses sustained by dep- | 


« No. 93) from the Court of Claims, for the relief | 


post- | 


I asked an opportunity to examine the decision | 
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It had better 


of the court in favor of the party. 
lie over. - 
Mr.STUART. Ihave vo objection to its go- 


| ing over, if the Senator desires it. 


The bill was passed over. 
O. H. BERRYMAN. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 108) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 


| of O. H. Berryman and others. 


Mr. PUGH. Let that go over, too. There is 
an adverse reportin that case. 
The bill Was passed over. 


MOSES NOBLE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 109) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
of Moses Noble. 

Mr. |[VERSON. It is proper to say that the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cray] notified me 
that he objected to that bill. He is not present, 
I do not desire to press its consideration now, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be 

| passed over. 
JOHN M’VEY 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. . 
No. 53) for the relief of John MeVey, which pro- 
posed to place his name on the invalid pension 
roll, at the rate of eight dollars a month, to com- 
mence on the Ist of April, 1850, and to continue 
| dtring his natural life. 
| The Committee on Pensions reported adverse- 
ly, on the ground that there was no testimony to 
capper McVey’s allegations. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There is an adverse report 
in that case; let us act on the report. I move that 
the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

LIEUTENANT NATHAN WECLKS. 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 113) for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
Nathan Weeks, deceased. 

Mr. SLIDELL, Let that go over. 

The bill was. passed over. 


AMISTAD CASE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 114) to indemnify the master and owners of 
the Spanish schooner Amistad and her cargo. 

Mr. WLLSON. Let that go over. 


J. HOSFORD SMITH. 


The bill (S. No. 115) for the relief of J. Hos- 
| ford Smith was. read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs that there shall be allowed and paid 
toJ. Hosford Smith, late consul at Beirut, as an 
addition to the salary already paid him, for ser- 

I vices from July 1, 1853, to July 1, 1854, $1,500. 
|| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
|| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
‘| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JEREMIAH PENDERGAST. 


The bill (S. No. 116) for the relief of Jeremiah 
| Pendergast, of the District of Columbia, was read 
|; a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
|| the Whole. 

[t directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Jeremiah Pendergast on the pension 
| list, at the rate of six dollars per month, from the 
4th of September, 1856, and to continue during 
|| his life, in lieu of the pension to which he is now 
|| entitléd by law. 
| The petitioner was disabled while engaged in 

the military service of the United States, and in 
|| the line of his duty, on board the steamer Pow- 
haian, on the 4th of August, 1855, and he has re- 
| cently been placed on the pension roll at the rate 
| of four dollars per month, which sum is wholly 
|| inadequate to his support, on account of his total 
|| disability. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 
| DAVID MYERLE. 
‘| ‘The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
|| No. 120) for the relief of David Myerle. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. That bill will give rise to 
|| & great deal of debate. 
|| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 
|| nick in the chair.) The bill will be passed over. 
| Mr. HUNTER. Is not that bill in its regular 
order ? 


| 
| 
| 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is; but all !! 


bills objected to are to be passed over under the | 

order of the Senate, and the Senator from Louis- 

iana objects to the consideration of this bill. 
The bill was passed over. 


JAMES BELL. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 125) for the relief of the legal representatives | 
of James Bell, deceased. 

Mr. PUGH. I object to that bill. 

The bill was passed over. 


JOSE DE LA MAYA ARREDONDO. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- | 
ceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 126) for the re- 
lief of the heirs and legal representatives of José 
de la Maya Arredondo. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from Florida 
{[Mr. Matiory] had an amendment to offer to that 
bill. I do not see him in his seat. It had better | 
be passed over. 

he bill was passed over. 


GEORGE PHELPS. 


The bill (S. No. 128) for the relief of George 
Phelps, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole 

Mr, SLIDELL. Let us hear the report in that 
case. 

The Secretary read the following report, made 
by Mr. Iverson, February 8, from the Committee 
on Claims: 

This claim passed the Senate at the last session of Con- | 
gress, and upon a reéxamination of the case the committee 
are of opinion that the claim is just, and they report a bill 
accordingly. ‘lhe facts, as stated in the report of last ses- 
sion, are as follows: 

The petitioner presents the following account : 

“Tar Unirep States, 

**To George Phelps, Dr. 

“May 1, 1846. To extraservices, as messenger, rendered 
in the Quartermaster General’s Office, War Department, 
at nights and Sundays, after the closing of the public offices, 
from Ist December, 1839, to Ist July, 1846, six years and 
five months, at $15 per month, $1,155.” 

Mr. Pheips was the reguiar messenger in said office dur- | 
~ the period named, at a salary of $500 a year. 

n answer to inquiries addressed to him the Quarter- | 
master General states that the allegations contained in the 
memorial are true; that in consequence of the pressure of | 
business in the office, arising out of the Indian hostilities in | 
Florida, he was obliged to remain in the office almost every 
viternoon, and often until late at night, and often a portion, 
and sometimes the whole of Sundays ; and that Mr. Phelps 
was obliged to remain and close the office, &c. 

General Jesup adds: ** The sum he asks is small com- 
pared with the amount of labor he has performed ; he has 
fairly and honestly earned it.”’ 

Under the peculiar circumstances of this case, and in view 
of the atrong indorsement of its equitable merits by the dis- | 
tinguished head of the quartermaster general’s department, | 
the committee report a bill for the payment of the sum 
claimed. 


. . | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 

amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time and passed. 


JENNETT H. M’CALL. | 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 30) for the relief of Jennett H. McCall. 


Mr. STUART. That bill is objected to. 
Mr. BROWN. If it is, | give notice that we | 


might as well go back to the first of the Calendar || 


for | shall object to every bill after that. There 
is no reason to object to that bill. If gentlemen 
want to get their private bills passed, take them 
up and discuss them in regular order. | 

Mr. STUART. | am sorry the Senator should | 
deem it necessary to make any such statement. 
I have no bill on the Calendar that | want passed. 
The Senator from Alabama not in his seat, [Mr. 


Mr. BROWN. 
for the Senator from Alabama, and I asked him | 
to be here. I cannot consent to let bills be post- | 
poned time after time on account of Senators being 
absent. I can object as well as others. 

Mr. STUART. I see that the Senator from | 
Alabama is here. I call the attention of the Sen- | 
ator from Alabama to it, and ask if he wishes to | 
discuss that bill? It isa revolutionary claim. || 

Mr. CLAY. I did propose to say something | 
about it. I hope it will lie over for the present. |, 

The bill was laid over. ° 

Mr. CLAY shortly afterwards said: I objected | 
to the consideration of the bill (¢ No. 130) forthe | 
relief of Jennett H. McCall. I did so for reasons || 


which I supposed to obtain in this case, but which || class of bills. 


I am now satisfied do not obtain; and I wish || 


THE C 


| objected to. 


| pose because other people treat the old woman 


withdraw the objection; and I hope the bill will | 
be taken up and passed. I had always regarded | 
the pensions—— 

Mr. KING. I had hoped that we should go 
on regularly through the Calendar. If, therefore, 
the gentleman withdraws his objection to that bill, | 
I shall renew it. 
have been passed by. I think it is better to go | 
through with the Calendar, taking up the bills in 
their order. 


| 
' 
| 


W. Y. HANSELL AND OTHERS. | 


| 

The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 135) for the relief of W. Y. Hansell, W. H. 
Underwood, and the representatives of Samuel 
Rockwell; which the Secretary proceeded to read. | 

Mr. STUART. Itis obvious that that bill can- 
not be considered without debate. 

The bill was passed over. 

Mr. BROWN. I suggest that this is a very 
idle proceeding. We are wasting time. I have | 
already notified the Senate that I mean to object | 
to bills when they come up. We had better go | 
back and debate them in regular order. Gentle- | 
men object to bills without having much reason 
for it. 


We waste hours in reading bills that are | 
Let us go back to the beginning of 
the Calendar, and discuss the bills in their order. 

Mr. STUART. Itcertainly is not necessary to 
take any time to discuss the subject. 
tor has just come in. 


The Senate made an erder | 


that they would go through the Private Calendar || 


until one o’clock, considering only such bills as 
did not give rise to debate. 
been here he could have made his objection. He 
can now move to reconsider that order, or any- 
thing of thatsort. But forthe Senator from Mis- 
sissippi to say he will object to al! the rest of the | 
bills is rather singular. It isa privilege he has if | 
he chooses to exercise it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next bill || 


in order will be read. 
CHARLES G. RIDGELY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 144) forthe relief of Charles G. Ridgely, Uni- | 
ted States Navy, which the Secretary proceeded 
to read. 

Mr. BROWN. I object to its consideration. | 

The bill was passed over. 

Mr. BROWN subsequently said: I objected a 
little while ago to a bill for the relief of Charles 
G. Ridgely. I had no reason for it except I thought 
it was unjust to object to a bill for the relief ofa 
poor crippled old woman in my country, which 
has been objected to half a dozen times, I am 
quite sure, without any sort of reason. But I sup- 


wrong, | ought not to do wrong to others. 
Mr. HALE. Iam sorry that I am obliged to | 
renew the objection to it. 


JAMES SUDDARDS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 148) for the relief of James Suddards. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. That is one of a class of |) 
cases that was oe to before, as being based || 





on wrong principle. 
The bill was passed over. 


GEORGE H. HOWELL. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 149) for the relief of George H. Howell. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. That is of the same char- 


ee hs | acter ast vious bill. 
Cray,] desired that the bill should be laid aside, |! went vibes by 


| 
for he intended to debate it. | 
It has been laid aside twice || 


The bill was passed over. 


The bill (S. No. 153) for the relief of Lieuten- 
ant Joshua D. Todd, United States Navy, was 


| next announced, 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I have looked at the re- 
port in that case, and I cannot agree to that bill 
passing. I think the principle is wrong. 

The bill was passed over. 


WILLIAM F. CARRINGTON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (8. 
No. 154) for the relief of William F. Carrington, 


ted States. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. That is one of the same 


The bill was passed over. 





I shall object to any bills that |) " 


The Sena- |) 


If the Senator had || 


|| Mr. POLK. 


| 
LIEUTENANT JOSHUA D. TODD. 


ssed assistant surgeon in the Navy of the Uni- | morialist states that Indian hostilities existed 1” 








ROBERT CARTER. 


| ‘The next bill on the Calendar was the bil! (8 
| No. 155) for the relief of Robert Carter, assed 
| assistant surgeon, in the Navy of the United 
| States. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That is one of the same 


ss. 
The bill was passed over. 


JOSHUA SHAW. 


| . The bill (S. No. 156) for the relief of Joshua 
Shaw, of Bordentown, New Jersey, was read q 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It provides for the payment to Joshua Shaw of 
$7,000, which amount, with that paid to him under 
the provisions of the act approved February 20, 
1846, is to be in full compensation to him for the 
past and future use of his invention of percussion 
caps and locks for small arms, and of percussion 
locks and wafer primers to be applied to the firing 


|| of cannon. 


This claim is based upon the use, by the Goy. 
ernment of the United States, of the memorial. 
ist’s invention of the copper percussion caps and 


|| locks for small arms, and percussion locks and 


wafer primers for cannon. The facts of the in. 
| vention by Mr. Shaw, of its great utility and of 
its extensive use by the Government, have been 
fully admitted by the ordnance department. [py 
1847, Congress passed an act (9 Stat., 684,) au- 
| thorizing the Secretary of War to examine the 
claim of Mr. Shaw, and directing its payment, to 
an amount not exceeding $25,000. Under this act 
$18,000 was allowed and paid, and the present 
application is for the payment of the remaining 
| $7,000. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANTHONY S. ROBINSON. 
The bill (S. No. 158) for the relief of Anthony 


|| S. Robinson, heir and legal representative of John 


| Hamilton Robinson, 
| nounced, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This bill on the Calendar 
is stated to be accompanied by a report, No. 79. 
| Report No. 79, I find, has no reference to it at all. 
There is some riistake. If there be a report, | 
ask for its reading. 

Mr. POLK. I think there is a report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report is 
No. 89. 
| Mr. BIGLER. I think that the bill had better 
| lie over. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I waive the reading of the 
| report, and object to the passage of the bill. 

I think if the report be read the 
| Senator will be satisfied. 

| The bill was passed over. 

WILLIAM D. MOSELEY. 

| The bill (S. No. 172) for the relief of William 
| D. Moseley was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to release him from the penalties 
_and liabilities incurred by him as surety of Har- 


eceased, was neXt an- 


| rison R. Blanchard, on his contract with the Uni- 
ted States, dated September 25, 1855, for the sup- 


‘| ply of live-oak timber. 


H. R. Blanchard contracted with the United 
States, on the 25th of September, 1855, to deliver 
at the navy-yard, New York, on or before the IS 
of October, 1856, live-oak, for naval purposes, 
amounting, in all, to $38,820. For the perform- 
ance of this contract, the memorialist, together 
with Mr. A. Williams, was joint surety in the 
_sum of $70,000; and upon the failure of the con- 
tractor to perform it, the memorialist took an ab- 
solute assignment of the contract from him, 4s 
his affidavit shows, and at once entered upon its 
performance in good faith. Upon referring to the 
scale of offers accompanying the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy of the Ist of December, 
| 1856, it will be perceived that Mr. Blanchard’s 
offer was $8,580 lower than the next highest bidder. 
By the terms of the contraet, the timber was [0 
be cut within thirty miles of the sea; and the me- 


this country, and he was thereby prevented from 
executing it. He, however, furnished a large 
portion of the timber, and the Navy Department 
contracted with a Ww patty for supplying the 
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remainder, at prices exceeding these allowed to | marshal in San Francisco, under the direction of 


Blanchard. There has been paid to Mr, Blanchard, 


on his contract, the sum of $13,979 35, and the | 
reservation in the hands of the Government | 


amounts to $2,466 94. The committee find that 
the memorialist contracted to deliver this timber 
at unusually low rates, and that he entered upon 
the performance of his contract in good faith, and 
probably would have completed-it, but for Indian 


hostilities; that if the contract be closed, and the | 


reservation of $2,466 94, retained by the United 


States, be paid to the memorialist, the average of | 
the whole contract will then be at a low rate, and | 
the entire frame, under the two contracts, wiil | 


have been delivered for $41,546 29, which is on 
advantageous terms to the Government; that the 


United States having therefore lost nothing, but | 
having actually obtained this timber upon advant- 


azeous terms, the cammittee deem the memorialist 
entitled to relief. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DR. KANE. 

The joint resolution (S. No. 20) authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to pay to the officers 
and seamen of the expedition in search of Dr. 
Kane the same rate of pay that was allowed to the 


officers and seamen of the expedition under Lieu- || 


tenant De Haven, was read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. | 


PUBLIC LANDS IN MISSOURI. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 157) to provide for the payment to the State 
of Missouri of two per centum of the net proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands therein, heretofore 
reserved under a compact with that State. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
lie over. 

The bill was passed over. 


BENJAMIN E. EDWARDS. 


The bill (S. No. 186) to confirm the title of | 


Benjamin E. Edwards to a certain tract of land in 
the Territory of New Mexico, was read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to confirm Benjamin E. Edwards 
in his title to six hundred and forty acres of land, 
situate in the Territory of New Mexico, being 


the tract of land located by virtue of a certificate | 


No. 444, of the second class, issued by the board 
of land commissioners for the county of Bexar, 
and State of Texas, to one Andrew Flores, dated 
August 16, 1847, and the same tract of land for 


which a pons was authorized to be issued by | 


the act of the State of Texas, entitled ‘* An act to 


require the Commissioner of the General Land || 


Office to issue patents therein named,’’ approved 


December 2, 1850, and which is more particularly | 


described in the plat and field notes accompanying 


the survey, executed by R. S. Howard, deputy | 
surveyor, and approved of by the district surveyor | 
for the district of Bexar, on the 30th of Novem- | 


ber, 1849, which survey is numbered thirty-eight 


in section fifteen, in what was then known as the | 


Bexar land district for the State of Texas, and 


which is now on record in the office of the com- | 


missioner of the general land office of the State of 
Texas. : 


Mr. STUART. Is that one of those head-right | 


cases ? 


Mr. BENJAMIN. It is; but it #® one of those | 


which were included in a special act passed by | 


Texas. There are four or five which Texas, by 


special act, directed a patént to issue for. The act | 


was passed a month or two after the cession to 
the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


A. W. M’PHERSON. 


The bill (S. No. 188) for the relief of A. W. | 


cPherson was announced as next in order. 
Mr. KING. Is there a report in that case? 
Mr. IVERSON. I can state to the Senator 
from New York the facts without reading the re- 
he is rather a long one. This man, Mc- 
erson, was employed by the United States 


I desire that that bill may | 
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the judge of the district court, to rent rooms for 
the accommodation of the district and circuit 
courts and furnish them. 

The claim put in was a very large one. The 
Committee on Claims thought the amountclaimed 
| for the articles furnished was entirely too extrava- | 
gant, and therefore would not allow the amount, | 
and they have left it to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to allow whatever he thinks is reasonable and 
proper. The Government, of course, ought to 
pay some price. 

r. KING. I waive the call. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would rather that that 
| bill should lie over,and that there should be some 
| limitation to it. The idea of paying $18,000 for 
| furnishing a court room is rather extravagant. 
The bill was passed over. 


STURGES, BENNETT AND CO. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
| No. 121) from the Court of Claims for the relief 
of Sturges, Bennett & Co., merchants, of the city | 
of New York. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There is an adverse report in 
that case. 

The bill was passed over. 


| 
| 
j 
} 





LAND IN WISCONSIN. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 196) authorizing the Domestic and Foreign 
| Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church in the United States to enter a certain 
tract of land in the State of Wisconsin. 

Mr. POLK. I object to that bill. Itis similar 
|| to a case which was discussed here a few days 
ago. 

The bill was passed over. 


JOSEPH HARDY AND ALTON LONG. 


| resumed as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury to ascertain, as in the case of John P. R. and 
|| Henry Gratiot, what amount, if any, of rent was 
exacted by the United States agents of lead mines 
from Joseph Hardy, for lead mined and smelted 
/upon the lands of the Ottowa, Pottawatomie, 
| Chippewa, Winnebago, or other tribes of Indi- 
| ans, prior to their purchase by the United States, 
and pay such amount as may be legally proved 
te have been actually paid by Joseph Hardy to 
| such agents of the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
|| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading, read the third time, and passed. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of one 
o’clock having arrived, the special order comes 
up as a matter of course. 

Mr. FOSTER. I appeal to the Senate, before 
the special order is taken up, to proceed to the con- 


' 
! HALF PAY TO WIDOWS. 
| 


entitled ‘‘An act to continue half pay to certain 
widows+and orphans,”’ 
1853. It comprises probably more special cases 
than any other bill before the Senate—private 
claims. Itembraces a large numberof very mer- 
itorious and needy persons, and unless it be 
passed now, there is no probability of its getting 
through the other House during the session. The 
|| bill has received the approbation of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, with one exception, One mem- 


also been submitted to the Department, and has 

received the approbation of the Pension Office. 
Mr. STUART. 

atorfrom Connecticut if [ understand the bill cor- 

rectly. Is it a bill in regard to the construction of 

|| an act as to Navy eenanet 

|| Mr. FOSTER. It is not. 

| with an thing of that sort. 

|| Mr. JONES. 

| sions of widows. 


Mr. FOSTER. 


It has nothing to do 





| up by unanimous Consent. 
| Mr. PUGH. It will save us_a great deal of 
|| trouble to pass that bill. 
|| Mr FOSTER. And I do not think it will lead to 
debate. 
The bill was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 





a 
| 


The consideration of the bill (S. No. 198) for | 
the relief of Joseph Hardy and Alton Long was || 


| sideration of the bill (S. No. 297) to extend an act || 


approved February 3, || 


ber of the committee reserved his opinion. Ithas || 


I would inquire of the Sen- || 


It is only to continue the pen- | 


I hope this bill may be taken | 
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The bill provides that all those surviving wid- 
ows and minor children who have been or me 
| be granted and allowed five years’ half pay under 

the provisions of any law or laws of the United 
| States, shall be granted acontinuance of such half 
| pay under the following terms and limitations: to 
| such widows during life, and to such child or 

children, where there is no widow, whilst under 
the age of sixteen years, to commence from the 
expiration of the half pay provided for by the first 
| section of the act entitled * An act te continue 
half pay to certain widows and orphans,’ ap- 
proved February 3, 1853; but it is provided, that 
in case of the marriage or death of any such widow, 
the half pay shall go to the child or children of 
the deceased officer or soldier whilst under the age 
| of sixteen years; and, in like manner, the child 
or children of such deceased officer or soldier, 
when there is no widow, shall be paid no longer 
than while there are children or achild under that 
/age. The half pay of such widows and orphans 
is to be half the monthly pay of the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of 
the infantry of the regular Army of the United 
States, and no more; and no greater sum is to be 
allowed to any such widow orminor children than 
the half pay of a lieutenant colonel. This act is 
not to be construed to apply to or embrace the case 
of any person or persons now receiving a pension 
for lite; and wherever half pay shall have been 
granted by any special act of Congress, and is re- 
newed or continued under the provisions of this 
act, it is to commence from the date of this act. 

Mr. PUGH. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Connecticut that the pensions to widows 
ought to be restrained for life or widowhood, 1 
do not think after the woman has married again 
she should have a pension. Itis continued for 
life in this bill. In the first section, the eighth 
line, after the word * life,’’ | move to insert the 
words ‘‘ or widowhood,”’ 

Mr. MASON. It seems to me, from the read- 
ing of the bill, that it is intended to affect the 
whole pension system of that class. 

| Mr. FOSTER. Itisso. 

Mr. MASON. I would ask if it has been re- 
| ported from the Committee on Pensions. 
| Mr. FOSTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JONES. And it has been recommended 
by the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. PUGH. It is simply a general bill in lieu 
of a continued stream of private bills. I think 
| we had better pass it, and we shall save more 
|| money by saving time on the Private Calendar, 
| than the bill calls for. My amendment is, in the 

eighth line, after the word ‘ life,’’ to insert ** or 

widowhood.’’ 
| Mr. DOOLITTLE. I hope the amendment 
'| will not be agreed to. Ido not believe in laws 
| restraining marriage. I do not like the policy of 
them. I hope the amendment will not prevail. 
Mr. FOSTER. I will say in regard to this 
| point, that there are now very many private acts 
|| for widows, granting pensions during life, that 


| were passed under precisely these circumstances. 
| This was intended to carry out a policy which it 
| was supposed had been adopted, because there 
are quite a number of that class. I examined that 
_ question and found there was quite a number of 
| that deseription. I would further remark that in 
all cases where the widow has children, in the 
|| event of her marrying again, the pension is to 
|| cease and go to the minor children under sixteen 
i years of age; and is then to cease when those 
'| children exceed the age of sixteen, so that there 
would be very few cases, I presume, where the 
| honorable Senator’s amendment would really 
have any effect. 1 
|| Mr. PUGH. Do I understand the honorable 
| Senator from Connecticut to say this is a mere 
|| extension of the former law; and subject to the 
|| provisions of that? 

Mr. FOSTER. In this particular it exceeds 
the other, because the other was-simply a law for 
five years. This does give to the widows a pen- 
|| sion for life; provided, however, that if er marry 
| again, the pension goes to their minor children. 
| lL was saying, also, there were various individual 
|, cases where Congress had granted to widows a 
|| pension for life, notwithstanding the general law 
|| 18 a pension for five years. The bill was drawn 
| in reference to those cases. 
| Mr. PUGH. It may be as the Senator suggests, 

that there are such cases, but they have passed 
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without observation. The general rule with us || Mr. PUGH. As this bill, in this respect, is || y 
a 


has been to grant a pension for a term of years, | 
or life, or widowhood. It is a departure from the | 
principle of the pension laws, to grant it in any | 
other circumstances. We are not making a mere | 
donation. It is for the support of the widow or 
for the support of the minor children. 
quently the pension ceases, in the case of a child, | 
when he or she reaches a given age, and in the | 
ease of the widow it ceases whenever she has any | 
other method of maintenance, so that when she 
is married again, and is supported by her hus- 
band, then the bounty of the Government ought 
to cease. That is the principle of our pension 
laws,and adopting any other is overthrowing the 
whole system. I hope the Senate will see to it 
that while we are passing this bill, to which, in 


general, [ have no objection, we do not introduce || 


a new element intoa system that is already over- 
grown. As to the suggestion of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, that it discourages matrimony, I do 
not think any woman, if she had a mied offer, 
would hesitate on the ground of $320 a year pen- 
sion. 

Mr. CLAY. I will say but a few words ex- 
planatory of the purpose of this bill as I under- | 
stand it, and in support of the amendment which 
is proposed by the Senator from Ohio, which I 
think isavery proper one. I will premise by 
saying that, as is generally understood by the Sen- 
ate, 1 am against the whole pension system, re- 
garding it, as | do, as opposed to the theory and 
spirit of this Government and demoralizing in its | 


character. Under existing laws, pensions are not |, 


allowed to the widows of officers of the Army 
unless they are killed in time of war, or die of 
wounds or disease contracted in war. In respect | 





to widows of officers of the Navy, pensions are | 
granted them if they die in the service, even in | 
time of peace, in the line of their duty. If | am | 
incorrect in my representation of the character of | 


Conse- || 


| 


| that the children will be benefited. 
out of ten the children will be worse. 


this bill, the Senator from Connecticut will inform || 


me. As I understand it, this bill is to place the | 


widows of officers of the Army on the same foot- || 


ing with the widows of officers of the Navy. Am 
I right in that? 

r. FOSTER. There isin the bill no refer- 
ence to the officers or to the law regulating pen- 
sions for the Navy. It recognizes the existing 
laws and extends the pensions to the widows of | 


officers and soldiers, where they are now by law || 


#ranted for five years, It renews them and grants 
them during widowhood, and possibly during life. 
{t has no reference at all to the laws granting pen- 
sions for the Navy. 

Mr. CLAY. It does not extend, then, beyond 
those who have drawn their pensions for five 
years? 

Mr. FOSTER. Notatall. It introduces no 
new principle as regards embracing cases not em- 
braced by existing laws. 

Mr. CLAY. ‘Then it does not make any new 
cases, but only extends all existing cases ? 

Mr. FOSTER. It renews those now existing, 

Mr. CLAY. Well, I think the amendment | 
offered by the Senator from Ohio is a very proper 
one, for the reasons which he has suggested. All 
our pension system originally was based upon the 
idea first of public service rendered by the invalid | 
pensioner himself, or, in case of a widow or minor 
children, rendered by the deceased husband and | 
father; and, further, upon the idea of either in- 
firmity or disability to provide for themselves. 
The laws never contemplated providing for those 
who could provide for themselves, or who ought 
to be able to provide for themselves. I think that, 
so far from discouraging marriage, or being any 
restraint on marriage, (as suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin,) it is rather a restraint upon 
injudicious marriage. No woman ought to marry 
a man unless she has some assurance that/he can 
provide for her; and no man ought to marry a 
woman for the sake of the bounty which the Gov- 
ernment gives her; and | think that whenever she 
does marry, it ought to cease, both for her sake 
as well as for the Government. I do not believe 
there is an instance on the statute-book, so far as 
I know, unless it be on some of these special! cases 
—! know it is not in respect to any general law— 
where a pension continues after a woman mar- 


| vincible repugnanee to all the attempts made by 
| testators to tie up their widows from marrying, 
| by saying they shall have so much during their 


and to form a part of the great social body, they | . : 
; I S ys y || accounts, copies of which have been furnished 


| restriction altogether. We have had a great many 
| conventions of fate to settle and determine the || 
| rights of women; but there is one right which has 


| ment. 


a 
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introducing new system in the pension laws, | | 
ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS. The only reason which origin- | 
ally constituted the difference between-the Arm 
and Navy has long since ceased to exist; and 
think there is nowa stronger argument for allow- 
ing pensions to widows of officers and soldiers 
of the Army than to those of the Navy itself. I 
should be glad, therefore, if the bill went further 
than it does, and put the families of officers of the | 
Army on the same footing with those of officers 
of the Navy. The amendment, however, which 
is pending,is to insert the words ‘‘ or widow- 
hood,”’’ the effect of which would be, in the event 
of the marriage of a widow of an officer, that his 
minor children would lose the support which had 
been previously granted to them by the Govern- 
This, | understand, my friend from Ala- 
bama considers as proper, because, when a widow 
gets married, she has provided a support. For 
herself, perhaps she has; but it does not follow 
In nine cases 
So far, 
therefore, as it is intended to withdraw the sup- 
port from the minor children because the widow 
has got married, | object to it. 

Mr. PUGH. The proviso covers that. The 
proviso at the bottom of the page, if the Senator | 
will look at it, provides that in case of marriage, 
the pension may go to the minor children. 

Mr. DAVIS. Does not the effect of the amend- 





ment extend to them? 1 


Mr. PUGH, 


No,sir. If my amendment be | 


added to the bill, if a case of marriage occurs, || 


then the pension will go to the children under six- || ® deformity in her feet. She is the only child and 


The difficulty with the bill || 


teen years of age. 
as it now stands is, that if there are no children 
under sixteen years, it will then continue to the | 
woman, notwithstanding her second marriage. 
That is what I propose to cut off. 

Mr. DAVIS. lI agree to that. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am opposed to this 


long been universally conceded, and that is the 
right of marrying. Laws in restraint of marriage 
are always considered odious; and from the time 
that I read of the great Shakspeare, who left to | 
his wife her choice of his bed and some other little 
article during her widowhood, I have felt an m- 


widowhood, and when they please to marry again, 





shall cease to haveit. Now sir, there is not muc 
policy in this; all the policy is a little saving of | 
a little money. If you wish to benefit the widow, 
give her the pension and let her marry with it. 
You say it shall goto herchildren when she mar- 
ries. ‘Through whose hands shall it reach those 


pointed? Whois so good a guardian, who so reli- 


| able and faithful a guardian, as the mother, even if 
| the children are the objects of your bounty? You 


i 
j 
} 
} 
| 
| 
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say it will not be under her control; the husband 
will control it. Thatis according to her pleasure; 
and do you expect by law to substitute a better | 
security for minor children than is to be found in 
the affections of a mather? Do you expect by law | 
a better security than that which is founded in a | 
mother’s heart? You will be mistaken if you do. 
They may be unfortunate in these marriages. | 
The husband may be a reckless, careless, poor 
character; but the mother can at all times stop 
him from intermeddling with this pension; it is 
her separate property; and there is no court : 


minor children? Is some guardian to be A 





chancery which would not restrain him from re- 
ceiving itupon any representation of hisunworthi- 
ness or his abuse of such atrust. What greater 
security can you have? It will redound in her 
hands to the greater advantage of the children than | 
any disposition you can make. 
shall never have another. This, I think, upon a 
moment’s consideration, will be seen to be con- 
trary to sound policy and the dictates of justice, 


ries. The framers of the law, therefore, seem to |, as well as the dictates of the heart of every Sen- 


have presumed that when she marries a man she 
P for herself. I trust that the amendment 
will prevail. 





ator here. I hope this amendment will not pre- 


_ vail, but that the widow will be permitted to en- 
' joy, married or unmarried, the little pension which 


You reward her 
for the loss of one husband, by telling her she 











M ay 20, 


—=————SSEEe 
ou have bestowed upon her for the life of the 
husband she has lost. 

The question being taken upon the amendment 
by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 25, nays 27; ag 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brown 
Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammonq’ 
Henderson, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tey. 
nessee, Mason, Pearce, Polk, Pugh, Rice, Slidell, Thomson 
of New Jersey, Toombs, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bigler, Broderick, Cameron, Chandler 
Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee’ 
Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Houston, Jones, Ken. 
nedy, King, Mallory, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Stuart 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—27. , 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JENNETT H. M’CALL. 

Mr. BROWN. $I ask theSenate to take up a 
little bill for the relief of Jennett H. McCall, to 
which the Senator from Alabama objected, but 
his objection is withdrawn, and I presume we 
may now pass it without difficulty. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 130) 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
to Jennett H. McCall, only child of Captain 
James McCall, of General Pickens’s brigade, in 
the South Carolina regiment, during the war of 
the Revolution, the seven years’ half pay of acap- 
tain, as allowed by the resolution of Congress 
passed August 24, 1780, amounting to $2,100. 

The petitioner is an aged woman, eighty-six 
years old, and from her infancy has labored under 


heir of James McCall, known in the history of 
the revolutionary war, in South Carolina and 
Georgia, as Colonel James McCall. It appears 
from the history of Georgia, and from other re- 
liable sources, that he served with distinction 
and singular bravery in both of those States du- 
ring a large portion of the war, and was in nearly 
all the battles which were fought there during the 
invasion and possession by the Britisharmy. Du- 
ring the greater part of the time he was only a mi- 
litia officer, under the command of General! Pick- 
ens, but itis believed, although no very conclusive 
evidence of the fact can now be obtained, that 
when the new organization of the Army took place 
in the fall of 1780, he was appointed to a com- 
mand in one of the three regiments ordered to be 
raised in South Carolina as her part of the conti- 
nental ‘army, as it is said, in the history of the 
times, he commanded the new levies of that 
State at the battle of the Cowpens, where Morgan 
obtained a signal victory over Tarlton. In his 


from the comptroller’s office, of South Carolina, 
he is styled sometimes captain, and sometimes 
colonel. The latter title was probably a militia 
title, as the service was performed under General 
Pickens, a militia general. His rank in the new 
continental regiment of the State of South Caro- 
lina was probably that of a captain. The cou- 
mittee do not, under the evidence of the facts of 
the case, feel authorized to give him any higher 
rank. It appears, satisfactorily, that in the dis- 
charge of his military duty he was attacked with 
the small-pox, of which he died in the year 1781. 


|| The committee are therefore of opinion that the 


petitioner is entitled to the seven years’ half pay 
of her father, she being, at the time of his death, 
ne eleven years of age. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


FRANCES ANN M’CAULEY. 


Mr. JONES. I ask the Senate to take up the 
bill for the relief of Mrs. Frances Ann McCau- 
ley, to which the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Green] objected the other day, but he has waived 
his objection. 

Mr. GREEN. I have examined the law. I see 
the bill is right, and I withdraw the objection. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 223) 
for the relief Frances Ann McCauley wag read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pa 
to Frances Ann McCauley, widow of Daniel 8. 
McCauley, deceased, late consul-general of the 
United States at Alexandria, in pt, $4,200, 
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portion of forty million dollars, and of the revenue received || | believe there is a clear difference in the power || to go to the new States. Why, sir, there is no 


therefrom, but a small portion has been expended among 
them. When, to the disadvantage of their situation in this 
respect, we add the consideration that it is their labor alone 
that gives real value to the lands, and that the proceeds aris- 
ing from these sales are chiefly distributed among States 
that had not originally any claim to them, and which have 
enjoyed the undivided emoluments arising from the sales of 
their own lands, it cannot be expected that the new States 
will remain longer contented with the present policy, after | 
the payment of the public debt. To avert the consequences 
which may be apprehended from this cause, to stop forever 
al! partial and interested legislation on this subject, and to 
afford every American citizen of enterprise the opportunity 
of securing an independent freehold, it seems to me, there- 
fore, best to abandon the idea of raising a future revenue 
out of the public lands.”’ 

Then we have standing before us, in advocacy 
of this great principle, the first writer of laws, 
Moses; next we have Vattel; and in the third place | 
we have General Jackson. Now, letussee whether | 
there has been any homestead policy in the Uni- 
ted States. By turning to our statutes, we find 
that the first homestead bill ever introduced into 
the Congress of the United States, was in 1791. 
1 know that it is said by some, and it is sometimes 
eantingly and slurringly reiterated in the news- | 
papers, that this is a demagogical movement, | 
and that some person has introduced and advo- | 
cates this policy purely for the purpose of pleasing 
the people. I want to see who some of these 

\demagogues are; and before I read the section of | 
this statute, I will refer, in connection with Jack- 
son and these other distinguished individuals, to | 
the fact that Mr. Jefferson, the philosopher and 
statesman, recognized and appreciated this great 
doctrine. In 1791, the first bill passed by the 
Congress of the United States recognizing the 
homestead principle, is in the following words: 

* That four hundred acres of land be given”’— 
that is the eagueg of the statute. We do not 
assume in this bill togive land. Weassume that 
a consideration passes; but here was a law that 
was based on the idea that four hundred acres of | 
land were to be given 
—*to each of those persons who, in the- year 1783, were 
heads of families at Vincennes, or the Illinois country, or 
the Mississippi, and who, since that time, have removed 
from one of the said places to the other; but the Governor | 
of the Territory northwest of the Ohio is hereby directed to | 
cause the same to be laid out for them at their own ex- 
pense,” &c. 

Another section of the same act provides: 

** That the heads of families at Vincennes, or in the IIli- 
nois country, in the year 1783, who afterwards removed 
without the limits of said Territory, are nevertheless entitled 
to the donation of four hundred acres of land made by the | 
resolve of Congress,’’ &c. 

That act recognized the principle embraced in 
the homestead bill. 
agogue, if itis the idea of one catering or pandering | 


| 


to the public sentiment to catch votes, it was intro- 
duced into Congress in 1791, and received the ap- | 
prose of Washington, the father of his country. | 
presume that if he lived at this day, and were | 

to approve the measure, as he did in 1791, he 

would be branded, and put in the category of those 

ersons whoare denominated demagogues. Under 
his administration there was another bill passed | 
of a similar import, recognizing and carrying out | 
the great homestead principle. So we find that | 
this policy, so far as legislation is concerned, com- 
menced with Washington, and received his ap- | 
proval asearly as 1791. From General Washing- | 
ton’s administration there are forty-four peor | 
| 


| 
j 


dents running through every administration of this 
Government, down to the present time, in which 
this principle has been recognized and indorsed. 
We discover from this historical review that 
this is no new idea; that it is no recent invention; 
that it is no new movement for the purpose of 
making votes; but it isa principle well nigh as | 
old as the Government itself, which was indorsed | 
and approved by Washington himself. 
This would seem, Mr. President, to settle the | 
question of power. I know it has been argued | 
by some that Congress had not the power to | 
make donations of land; but even the statute, to 
which I have referred, makes use of the word | 
** give’? without consideration. It was consid- | 
ered constitutional by the early fathers to give 
away land. We proceed in this bill upon the 
principle that there is a consideration. If I were 
disposed to look for precedents, even for the do- 
nations of the public lands, I could instance the | 
bounty land act. I could take youthrough other | 
acts donating land, showing that the principle has | 
been recognized again and again, and that there | 
18 NOt how @ question as to its constitutionality. 








If this is the idea of a dem- 


of the Federal Government in réference to its ap- 
propriations of money and its appropriations of 
the public land. The Congress of the United 
States has power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts, and excises, to pay the debts and provide 


| for the common defense and general welfare. I 


believe it has the power to lay and collect duties for 
these legitimate purposes; but when taxes have 
been laid, collected, and paid into the Treasury, 


Ido not think it has that general scope or that | 


latitude in the appropriations of money that it 
has over the"public lands. Once converted into 
revenue, Congress can only appropriate the rev- 


/enue to the specific objects of the Constitution. 
| It may derive revenue from the public lands, and 


being revenue, it can only be appropriated to the 
purposes for which revenue is raised under the 
Constitution. 

But when we turn to another provision of the 
Constitution, we find that Congress has power 
**to dispose of and make all needful rules and 
regulations respecting the territory or other prop- 
erty belonging to the United States.”’ Congress 
has, in the organization of all the Territories and 
in the admission of new States, recognized the 
principle most clearly of appropriating the public 
lands for the benefit of schools, colleges, and acad- 
emies. It has granted the sixteenth and thirty- 
sixth sections in every township for school pur- 
poses; it has granted lands for their public build- 


ings and various other improvements. I am very | 


clear on this point, that in the disposition of the 


public lands they should be applied to national | 


purposes. If we grant the public lands to actual 
settlers so as to induce them to settle upon and 
cultivate the 
more national in its character? What is the great 
object of acquiring territory? Is it not for settle- 
ment and cultivation? We may acquire territory 
by the exercise of the treaty-making power. We 
may be engaged in a war, and as terms or condi- 
tions of peace, we may make large acquisitions 
of territory to the United States. But what is the 
great idea and principle on which you acquire 
territory? Is it not to settle and cultivate it? 

I am aware that the argument is used, if you 
can dispose of the public lands for this purpose 
or that purpose, cannot you sell the public lands 
and apply the proceeds to the same purpose? I 
think th 
cases. It is equally clear to me that if the Fed- 
eral Government can set apart the public lands for 


school purposes in the new States, it can appro- | 
priate lands to enable the parent to sustain his | 
child whilst enjoying the benefits conferred upon || 


him by the Government in the shape of education. 
The argument is as sound in the one case as it is 
in the other. 
case we can in the other. 


lands as gratuities, as donations to men who go 
out and fight the battles of their country, after the 
services have been rendered, is it not strange, 
passing strange, that you cannot grant land to 
those who till the soil and make provision to sus- 
tain your Army while it is fighting the battles of 
the country? It seems to me that the argument 
is clear. tao not intend to argue the constitu- 


tional question, for I think there can be really no | 


doubt on that point. I do not believe any one at 
this day will seriously make any point on that 
ground against this bill. Is its purpose a national 
one? The great object is to induce persons to cul- 
tivate the land and thereby make the soil produc- 
tive. By doing this, you induce hundreds of per- 
sons throughout the United States, who are now 
producing but little, to come in contact with the 
soil and add to the productive capacity of the 
country, and thereby promote the national weal. 

I come now to the amendment offered by the 
Senator from North Carolina. I have not looked 
over the Globe this morning to read his remarks 
of yesterday; but if | understood him correttly, 
he advocated the proposition of issuing a warrant 
fora hundred and sixty acres of land to each 
head of a family in the United States. 1 am in- 
clined to think the Senator is not serious in this 
proposition. It has been offered on some occa- 
sions heretofore, and rejected by very decided 
votes. Let us compare it with the proposition of 
the bill. The idea of the honorable Senator seems 
to be that this bill was designed to force or com- 
pel, to some extent, the citizens of other States 


ublic lands, can there be anything | 


ere is a clear distinction between the two | 


If we can grant lands in the one | 
If without making a | 
contract in advance, you can grant your public || 


| compulsory process in the bill. It leaves each 
man at his own discretion, at his own free wil] 
! either to go or to stay, justas it suits his inclina. 
|, tions. 
| The Senator seems to think too—and the same 
‘idea was advanced by his predecessor—that at 
| this time such a measure would have a tendenc 
| to diminish the revenue. He intimates that the 
nation is now bankrupt, that we are borrowing 
money, that the receipts from customs have been 
greatly diminished, and that therefore it would 
e dangerous to pass this bill, because it would 
have a tendency to diminish the revenue. Let us 
| compare the Senator’s proposition, and that of 
the bill in this respect. His amendment is to issue 
warrants toeach head of a family. The popula- 
tion of the United States is now estimated at about 
twenty-eight millions. Let us aggsume, for the 
| sake of illustration, that there are three million 
| heads of families in the United States. His prop. 
| osition, then, is to issue and throw upon the mar- 
| ket three million of warrants, each warrant en- 
| titling the holder to one hundred and sixty acres 
| of land. If that were done, and those warrants 
were thrown upon the market, what would they 
sell for? Little or nothing. If such land warrants 
were thrown broadcast over the country, who 
would enter another acre of land at $1 25? Would 
not the warrants pass into the hands of land spec, 
ulators and monopolists at a merely nominal price? 
|| Would Gey bring more than a quarter of a dol- 
| laranacre? If you were to throw three million 
of land warrants into the market at one time, 
would they bring anything? Then the effect of 
that proposition would be to do but little good to 
those to whom the warrants were issued, and by 
throwing them into the market, it would cut off 
the revenue from public lands entirely, for no one 
| would enter land for cash as long as warrants 
| could be bought. That proposition, then, is toaid 
and feed speculation. Ido not scy that is the 
motive or intention, but it is the tendency and 
effect of the Senator’s proposition, to throw a 
large portion of the public lands into the hands 
of speculators, and to cut them off from the Treas- 
a! as a source of revenue. 
ut what does this bill propose? Will it di- 
minish the receipts into the Treasury from the 
public lands? The bill provides that the entries 
under it shall be confined to the alternate sections, 
and that the person who obtains the benefit of the 
bill must be an actual settler and cultivator. In 
peapeee as you settle and cultivate any. portion 
of the public lands, do you not enhance. the value 
| of the remaining sections, and bring them into 
|| the market much sooner, and obtain a better price 
for them than you would without this bill? What 
is the principle upon which you have proceeded 
in all the calle grants you have made? They 
have been defended upon the ground that by grant- 
ing alternate gections for railroads, you thereby 
brought the remainjng lands into the market, and 
|, enabled the Government to realize its means al 4 
| much earlier period, making the remainder of the 
|| public lands more valuable than they were before. 
|| This bill proceeds upon the same idea. You have 
|| granted an immense amount of lands to railroads 
|| on this principle, and now why not do something 
| for the people? 
| 1 say that instead of wasting the public lands, 
|| instead of reducing the receipts into the Treasury, 
| this bill would increase them. In the first place, it 
| will enhance the value of the reserved quarter sec- 
‘tions. This may be illustrated by an example. 
In 1848 we had nine million quarter sections; 1n 
1858 we have about seven millions. Let us sup- 
| pose that our population is twenty-eight millions, 
| and that under thé operation of this bill one mil- 
| lion heads of families who are now producing but 
|| very little, and who have no land to cultivate, 
and very scanty means of subsistence, shall each 
| have a quarter section of land, what will the effect 
| be? At present these persons pay little or nothing 
|| for the support of the Federal Government, under 
| the operation of our tariff system, for the reason 
|| that they have not got much to buy with. How 
much does the land yield to the Government wpile 
it is lying in a state of nature, uncultivated? 
Nothing at all. At the rate we have been selling 
the public lands, about three million dollars’ worth 
wees estimating them at $1 25 an acre, it will 
ea fraction less than seven hundred years (0 
. dispose of the public domain. 
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clearly as the simplest sum in arithmetic that this 











SS 
| want to take a case that will demonstrate as || revenue of nearly seventeen million dollars. 


When you have done this, how much of the pub- 


js a revenue measure. Let us take a million fami- || lic lands would you have disposed of ? Only one 


lies who can now hardly procure the necessaries 
of life, and place them each on a quarter section 
of land—how long will it be before their condition 
will be improved so as to make them able to con- 
tribute something to the support of the Govern- 
ment? Now, here is soil producing nothing, here 
are hands producing but little. Transfer the man 
from the point where he is producing nothing, 
bring him in contact with a hundred and sixty 
acres of productive soil, and how long will it be 
before that man changes his condition? As soon 
as he gets upon the land, he commences to make 
his improvements, he clears out his field, and the 
work of production is commenced, 
time he has a crop, he has stock and other things 


that result from bringing his physical labor in || 


contact with the soil. ‘He has the products of his 
labor and his soil, and he is enabled to exchange 
them for articles of consumption. He is enabled 
to buy more than he was before, and thus he con- 
tributes more to the support of his Government, 
while, at the same time, he becomes a better man, 
and a more reliable man for all governmental pur- 


In a short | 


} 
| 
| 
} 





poses, because he is interested in the country in | 


which he lives. 


To illustrate the matter further, let us take a | 
family of seven persons in number who now have | 


no home, no abiding place that they can call their 
own, and transfer them to a tract of one hundred 
and sixty acres of land which they are to posses 
and cultivate. Is thage a Senator here who does 
not believe, that, by changing their position from 
the one place to the other, they would produce at 
least a dollar more than they did before? Iwill 


begin at a poini scarcely visible—a single dollar. | 
Is there a man here or anywhere else who does || 
not know the fact to be, that you increase a man’s | 
ability to buy when he produces more by bring- | 
ing his labor in contact with the soil. The result | 


of that contact is production; he produces some- 


thing that he can convert and exchange for the | 


necessities of his family. Suppose the increase 
was only a dollar a head fora million of families, 
each family consisting of seven persons. By 
transferring a million of families from their pres- 
ent dependent condition to the enjoyment and cul- 
tivation of the public domain, supposing it would 
only increase their ability to buy foreign imports 


to the extent of a dollar each, you would create a | 
demand for seven millions’ worth of imports. Our | 
rates of duties, under the tariff act of 1846, are | 


about thirty per cent., and thus, at the almost in- 
visible beginning of a single dollar a head, you, 
in this way, increase the pecuniary and finan- 


cial means of the Government to the extent of || 


$2,100,000. 


This would be the result, supposing that there | 


would only be an addition of one dollar per head 
to the ability of each family by being taken from 





million quarter sections, and*you would have 
| nearly six million quarter sections left. By dis- 
posing of one sixth of your public domain in this 
way, upon this little miniature estimate, you bring 
| into the coffers of the Federal Government by this 
| bill $16,800,000. 
| Does this look like diminishing the revenue? 
Does it not rather show that this bill isa revenue 
measure? I think it is most clearly a revenue 
/measure. Not only is this the case in a mone 
point of view, so far as the imports are onanned, 
| but, by settling the alternate sections with actual 
cultivators, you make the remaining sections more 
valuable to the Government, and you bring them 
| sooner into market. In continuation of this idea, 


| made upon this subject when I first introduced 
the bill into the other House. I read from the 
report of my speech on that occasion: 


had already shown, that by giving an individual a quarter 


I will read a portion of the argument which [ | 


‘*Mr. J. said, it will be remembered by the House that he | 


section of the land, the Government would receive back, in | 


the shape of a revenue, in every seven years, more than the 
Government price of the land ; and, upon this principle, the 


Government would, in fact, be realizing two hundred and | 


ten dollars every subsequent term of seven years. The 
whole number of acres of public Jand belonging to the Uni- 
ted States at this time, or up to the 30th of September, 1848, 


is one billion four hundred and forty-two million two hun- | 
dred and sixteen thousand one hundred and sixty-eight | 


$1,802,770,000. To dispose of $3,000,000 worth per annum, 


hundred years, a fraction less ,to dispose of the entire domain. 
It will now be perceived at once the immense advantage the 
Government would derive by giving the land to the cultiva- 


find by this process the Government would derive from each 
quarter section in six hundred years, (throwing off the large 


acres. ‘This amount, estimated at $1 25 per acre, will make | 


which is more than an average sum, would require seven | 
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| will increase the revenue. 


tor, instead of keeping it on hand this length of time. We | 


excess of nearly one hundred years,) $17,000—seven going | 


into six hundred eighty-five times. This, then, shows on 


the one hand what the Government would gain by giving || 


the land away. 


* Now let us see what it will lose by retaining the land on | 


hand this length of time. 


close to the eye, is seen in its fullest extent; but when re- 
moved to a certain distance, dwindles to the human vision, 
or disappears altogether. 
moved from the eye to the position they now occupy in the 
heavens, they diminish to a mere point. 
practical world, a hundred dollars atthe present time is just 


To the business, | 


Time operates upon value as dis- || 


tance does upon magnitude. A ball of very large size, when || consideration, would be a sufficient inducement. 


So with the largest planets, re- | 


hence, is worth just six per cent. less, and so on every | 
twelve months, until sixteen years and eight months, when | 


worth a hundred dollars. A hundred dollars twelve months 
| 
| 


Government loses an amount equal to the price asked for 


would make §7,400 the Government will lose. Now, I 
conceive that it would be fair and rational to the business 


on the other, and then add them together, which would 


and the one proposed. This will hold good in principle, 
| and will apply to each quarter section, as well as to the ag- 


|| gregate. 


a condition of poverty and placed uponone hun- | 


dred and sixty acres of land. This is the result, 
supposing them to have seven dollars more, with 
which to buy articles of consumption, than they 
had when they had no home, no soil to cultivate, 
no stimulant, ho inducement to labor. If you 
suppose the effect would be to increase their abil- 
ity two dollars per head, you would increase their 
consumption to the amount of $14,000,000, which, 
at thirty per cent. duty, would yield $4,200,000. 
If you supposed it increased the ability of a fam- 


ily four dollars per head, the total amount would || 


be $28,000,000, which would yield a revenue of 
$8,400,000. I think that this would be far below 
the truth, and if you gave a family one hundred 
and sixty acres of lard to cultivate, the effect 


would be to increase the ability of that family so | 
as to buy fifty-six dollars’ worth more than they | 


bought before—seven dollars a head. That would 
be a small increase to a family who had a home, 
compared with the condition of that family when 
ithad none. The effect of that would be to run 
up the amount they buy to $56,000,000, which, 
ata duty of thirty per cent., would yield the 
sum of $16,800,000. 

’ I show you, then, that, by taking one million 
families, consisting of seven persons each, and 
putting them each upon a quarter section of land, 
making the soil productive, if you thereby only 
added to their capacity to buy goods to the amount 
of fifty-six dollars per family, you would derive 





| 


‘*He repeated that by giving a quarter section of land 
to the honest cultivator, in six hundred years the Govern- 
ment would derive twenty-four thousand and four hundred 


ernment, in six hundred years, would draw from this source, 
| by the operation of its revenue system, into the Treasury, 
two hundred and nineteen billions six hundred million 
dollars, ($219,600,000,000,) which would be an amount suf- 
ficient, estimating the expenses of the Government at fifty 


three hundred and ninety-two years. 


Sixteen will go into six hundred thirty-seven times, which | 


|; show the difference to be $24,400 in the present syste | 


dollars, ($24,400.) Upon this basis of calculation, the Goy- | 


millions of dollars annually, to carry it on forfour thousand | 
He said that this ex- | 


it has lost an amount equal to the principal; so it will be | 
perceived that, in every sixteen years and eight months, the | 








and that it is also an advantage to the Govern- 
ment, so far as imports are concerned. 1| should 
like to know, then, where can the objection be, 
upon the score of revenue? 

I am in hopes that the Senator from North Car- 
olina will withdraw. his amendment, for I cannot 
think he is serious. His proposition would have 
a tendency to cut off all the revenue from the pub- 
lic lands—to flood the market with land warrants 
to be sold at nominal prices, bringing scarcely 
anything even to those to whom the warrants 
would be issued. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will say to the Senator 
that when he is through I shall offer a short ex- 
planation of the reasons why I offered the amend- 
ment. I do not desire to interrupt him now. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. But, Mr. Pres- 
ident, the question of dollars and cents is of no 
consideration to me. The money view of this 
subject does not influence my mind by the weight 
ofa feather. I think it is hear; Caodatis and this 
view has been presented to prove to Senators that 
this bill will not diminish, bet, on the contrary, 


But this is not the important view of the sub- 
ject. When you look at our country as it is, you 
see that it is important that the great mass of the 
people should be interested in the country. By 
this bill you provide a man with a home, you in- 
crease the revenue, you increase the consumption 
of home manufactures, and you make him a bet- 
ter man. You give him an interest inthe country. 
His condition 1s better. There is no man so re- 
liable as he who is interested in the welfare of his 
country; and who are more interested in the wel- 
fare of their country than those who have homes? 
When’a man hasa home, he hasa deeper, a more 
abiding interest in the country, and he is more 
reliable in all things that pertain to the Govern- 
ment. He is more reliable when he goes to the 
ballot-box; he is more reliable in sustaining the 
stability of our free institutions. 

It seems to me that this, without the other 


When we see the population that is accumulating 
about some of our cities, I think it behooves every 
man who is a statesman, a patriot, and a philan- 


| thropist, to turn his attention to this subject. I 


have lately seen some statistics with reference to 
the city of New York, in which it is assumed that 
one sixth of the population are paupers; that two 
sixths of the population are barely able to sustain 


|| themselves; leaving one pauper to be sustained by 
each quarter section, which is $200, by keeping it on hand. | 


world to set the loss down on the one hand and the gain | 





| posé ought to satisfy every one that instead of violating the | 
| plighted faith of the Government, it was enlarging and | 


| making more valuable, and enabling the Government to dé- 
rive a much larger amount of revenue to meetall its liabili- 
ties, and thereby preserving its faith inviolate.”’ 

I do not think there can be any question as to 
the revenue part of this proposition. We show 
that by granting a million gate sections you 
derive more revenue upon the public Jands than 
you do by ycur entire land system, as it now 
stands. In 1850, it was estimated that each head 
of a family consumed $100 worth of home man- 
ufactures. 
| tivator and occupier of the soil fifty-six dollars in 
the family, of course it is reasonable to presume 
| that he would consume a corresponding propor- 
| tion of home manufactures. Can that proposition 
| be controverted? I think not. ‘Then we see on 
the one hand that we shovld derive more revenue 
| from granting the land, on the principle laid down 
in the bill, and also that we should open a mar- 

ket for articles manufactured in our own country. 
| Then taking both views of the subject we see that 
| itis an advantage to the manufacturing interest, 


If we increase the ability of the cul- | 


| 
{| 
| and agricultural portions of this commanity, are 


| steads, would ever go to them. 


every two persons in the city of New York. Does 
not that present a frightful state of things? Sup- 
pose the ea of that city to be one million: 
you would have in the single city of New York, 
one hundred and sixty-six thousand paupers, 

I do not look upon the growth of cities and the 
accumulation of population about cities, as being 
the most desirable object in this country. Here 
I will remark that I do not believe a large portion 
of this population, if you were to grant them home- 
I have no idea 
that they would; for a man who has spent most 


_ of his life about a city, and has sunk into a pau- 


perized condition, is not the man to go West, re- 
claim one hundred and sixty acres of land, and 
reduce it to cultivation. He will not go there on 
that condition. Though we are satisfied of this, 
may not our policy be such as to prevent, as far 
as practicable, the accumulation of such an un- 
productive population about your cities? Let 
us try to prevent their future accumulation; let 
these live, have their day, and pass away—they 
will ultimately pass away—but let our policy be 
such as to induce men to become mechanics and 
agriculturists. Interest them in the country; pin 


' them to the soil, and they become more reliable 
‘and sustain themselves, and you do away with 


the pauperism in the country. The population of 
the United States being twenty-eight millions, if 
the proportion of paupers in the city of New York 
existed in the country, you would have four mil- 
lion six hundred and sixty-six thousand paupers 
in the United States. Do we want all our popu- 
lation to become of that character? Do we want 
cities to take control of this Government? Unless 
the proper steps be taken, unless the proper di- 
rection be given to the future affairs of this Gov- 
| ernment, the cities are to take charge of it and 
| control it. The rural population, the mechanical 
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cunennslbramdpaivensaanalipanie ae eae SSeS —— 
the very salt of it. They constitute the “* mud- 








| . ° ° : 
|| have a population of this kind. Keep up the mid- |! / 
sills,’’ to use a term recently introduced here. | dle class, lop off an aristocracy on the one hand, || ical. Let it not be mappcnes that lam against 


TH 





They constitute the foundation upon which the | 


Government rests; and hence we see the state of 
things before us. Should we not give the settle- 
ment of our public lands and the population of our 
country that direction which will beget and create 
the best portion of the population? Isit not fear- 
ful to think of four million six hundred and sixty- 
six thousand paupers in the United States, at the 


have them in the city of New York? | 


rate the 
Mr. Jeflerson never said a truer thing than when 
he declared that large cities were eye-sores in the 
body-politic: in Democracies they are consuming 
cancers. 


and a rabble on the other; let the middle class 
maintain the ascendency, letthem have the power, 
and your Government is always secure. Then 
you need not fear the people. I know, as I have 
just remarked, that some are timid in regard to 


trusting the people; but there can be no danger | 


| This is the kind of men whom we must re] 


from a people who are interested in their Govern- 


children to care for. Even if we test this propo- 
sition by that idea of self-interest which is said to 


| govern and control man, I ask you if a man, who 


|| has an interest in his country, is not more reli- 


I know the idea of some is to build up great pop- | 


ulous cities, and that thereby the interests of the 
country are to be promoted. Sir, acity not onl 

sinks into pauperism, but into vice and ieiearel 
ity of every description that can be enumerated; 


and i would not vote for any policy that I be- | 


lieved would build up cities upon this principle. 


3uild up your villages, build up your rural dis- | 
tricts, and you will have men whorely upon their | 


own industry, who rely upon their own efforts, 
who rely upon their own ingenuity, who rel 
upon their own economy and application to busi- 
ness for a support; and these are the people whom 
ou have to depend upon. Wh Sie: resident, 
LOW was it in ancient Rome? Eienees there has 


|| the Government. 


been a great deal said in denunciation of agrari- | 


anism and the Gracchi. It has been said that a 
doctrine something like this led to the decline of 
the Roman Empire; but the Gracchi never had 


their day until a cancerous influence had destroyed | 


the very vitals of Rome, and it was the destruc- 
tion of Rome that brought forth Tiberius Grac- 
chus, 
agrarianism, in the common acceptation of the 
term—which is dividing out lands that had been 
acquired by individuals. They sought to take 
back and put in the possession of the great mass 
of the people that portion of the public domain 
which had been assumed by the capitalists, who 
had. no title to it in fact. The Gracchi tried to 
carry out this policy; to restore that which had 
been taken from the people. The population had 
sunk into the condition of large proprietors on 
the one hand, and dependents on the other; and 
when this dependent condition was brought about, 
as we fifid from Niebuhr’s History, the middle 
class of the community was all gone; it had left 
the country; there was nothing but an aristocracy 
on the one hand, and dependents upon that aris- 


It was to prevent land monopoly, not | 


tocracy on the other; and when this got to be the 


case, the Roman Empire went down. 


should be warned by it. Our true policy is to 
build up the middle class; to sustain the villages; 


able than one whohas none? Isnot aman who 
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|| rieulturists are honest, industrious, and econom- 


j 
} 


/ment, who have homes to defend, and wivesand | 


is adding to the wealth of his country more reli- | 


able than one who is simply a consumer, and has 
no interest in it? If we suppose a man to be gov- 
erned only by the principle of self-interest, is he 


_ not more reliable when he has astake in the coun- 


try, and is it not his interest to promote and ad- 
vance his own condition? Is it not to the interest 
of the great mass to have everything done rightly 
in reference to Government. The great mass of 
the people hold no office; they expect nothing from 


ernment is in the exactions it makes from them. 
When they are receiving from the Government 


protection in common, it is their interest to do || 
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learning or edueation, but I might speak of the 
man in the rural districts, in the language of Pope: 
** Unlearned, he knew no schoolman’s subtle art, © 
No language but the lan e of the heart ; 

| By nature honest, by experience wise ; 

Healthy by temperance and exercise.” 


upon. Let your public lands be settled; let them 
be filled up; let honest men become cultivators 
and tillers of the soil. I do not claim to be pro- 
| phetic, but I have sometimes thought that if we 
would properly direct our legislation in reference 
to our public lands and our other public policy, 
the time would come when this would be the 
greatest Government on the face of the earth. Go 
to the great valley of the Mississippi; take the 
western slope of the mountain to the Pacific ocean; 
take the whole area of this country, and we find 
that we have over three million square miles, 
Throw off one fourth as unfit for cultivation, re- 
ducing the area of the United States to fifteen hun- 


| dred million acres, and by appropriating three 


The only way they feel, and | 
| know, and understand the operations of the Gov- | 


right inall governmental affairs; and that being | 


their interest they are to be relied upon, even if 
you suppose men to be actuated altogether ly the 
principle of self-interest. It is the interest of the 
middle class to do right in all governmental af- 
fairs; and hence they are to be relied upon. In- 
stead of requiring you to keep up your armies, 


| your mounted men, and your footmen on the fron- 


tier, if you will let the people go and possess this | 
= land on the conditions proposed in this | 


posed of men who will defend their own firesides, 


ill, will have an army on the frontier com- | 
( It has been taking its way westward. The Uni- 


acres to a person, it will sustain a population of 
over five hundred million people; and I have no 
doubt, if this continent was strained to its utmost 
| capacity, it could sustain the entire population of 
| the world. Let us go on and carry out our des- 
tiny; interest men in the soil; let your vacant land 
be divided equally so that men can have homes; 
let them live by their own industry; and the time 
_ willcome when this will be the greatest nation on 
the face of the earth. Let agriculture and mechan- 
ism maintain the ascendeficy, other professions 
and pursuits being subordinate to them, for on 
these two all others rest. 

Since the crucifixion of our Savior, emigration 
has been westward; and the poetic idea might 
have started long before it did— 

** Westward the star of empire takes its way.” 


who will take care of their own homes, and will || ted States are filling up. We are going on to the 
defend the other portions of the country, if need || Pacificcoast. Let me raise the inquiry here, when, 


be, in time of war. 


I would remark in this connection, that the pub- | 


lic lands have paid for themselves. 


According to | 


the report of Mr. Stuart, of Virginia, the Secre- | 
tary of the Interior in 1850, it was shown that | 


then the public lands had paid for themselves, and 
sixty millions over. We have received into the 


Treasury since that time about thirty-two million | 


dollars from the public lands. They have, there- 
fore, already paid the Government more than they 
cost,and there can be no objection to this bill on 


in the history of mankind, in the progress of na- 
tions, was there any nation that ever reached the 
point we now occupy? When was there a nation 
in its progress, in its settlement, in its advance 
in allthat constitutes. and makea nation great, that 
occupied the position we now occupy? When 
| was there any nation that could look to the East 

and behold the tide of emigration coming, and, at 
| the same time, turn around and look to the mighty 


|| mighty West, and behold the tide of emigration 


| the ground that the public lands have been bought | 
Having this illustrious example before us, we 


to populate the rural districts, and let the power | 


of this Gevernment remain with the middle class; || 


I want no miserable city rabble on the one hand. 
I want no pampered, bloated, corrupted aristoc- 


| icy is to have on population. 


racy on the other; I want the middle portion of | 
society built up and sustained, and let them have | 
the control of the Government. I am as much op- | 


posed to agrarianism as an 
or any individual in the 

bill does not partake in the slightest degree of agra- 
rianism; but, on the contrary, itcommences with a 
man at the precise point where agrarianism ends, 
and it carries him up in an ascending line, while 
that carries him-down. It gives him an interest 
in his country, and interest in public affairs; and 
when ee are involved in war, in insurrection, 
or rebellion, or danger of any kind, they are the 
men who are to sustain you. If you should have 
occasion to call volunteers into the service of the 
country, you will have a population of men hav- 


Senator on this floor, 


ing homes, having wives and children to care for, | 


who willdefend their hearthstones when invaded. 


nited States, and this | 


What a sacred thing it is to a man to feel that he | 


has a hearthstone to defend; a home, and a wife 
and children to care for, and to rest satisfied that 
they have an abiding place. Such a man is in- 
terested individually in repelling invasion; he is 
interested individually in having good Govern- 
ment. 

| know there are many, and even some in the 
Democratic ranks, whose nerves are a little timid 
in regard to trusting the people with too much 
power. Sir, the peop 
and the most reliable lodgment of power, if you 


le are the safest, the best, | 


with the common treasure of the whole country. 
Besides, this bill provides that each individual 
making an entry shall pay all the expenses attend- 
ing it. 

We see then, Mr. President, the effect this pol- 
Let me ask here, 


looking to our popular elections, looking to the 


proper lodgment of power, is it not time that we || 


had adopted a policy which would give us men 
interested in the affairs of the country to control 
and sway ourelections? Is seems to me that this 


cannot long be debated; the point is too clear. | 


The agricultural and mechanical portion of the 
community are to be relied upon for the preserva- 
tion and continuance of this Government. The 


| great mass of the peoples the great middle class, 


| portion of their 


are honest. They toil for their support, accept- 
ing no favor from Government. They live by 
labor. They do not live by consumption, but by 
production; and we should consume as small a 
roduction as it is possible for 
us to consume, leaving the producer to appro- 
priate to his own use and benefit as much of the 
product of his own labor as it is possible in the 
nature of things to do. The great mass of the 
people need advocates—men who are honest and 
capable, who are willing to defend them. How 
much legislation is done for them? How much 
is done for classes? How little care seems to be 
exercised for the great mass of the people? When 
we are among our constituents, it is very easy to 
make appeals to the people and professions of 
patriotism, and then—I do not mean to be per- 
sonal or invidious—it is very easy when we are 


removed from them a short distance, to forget the 


'\ terest of the greatmass. Them 


people and legislate for classes, neglecting a in- 
echanics and ag- 


/approaching from that direction. The waves of 
emigration have usually been running in one di- 
rection, but we find the tide of emigration now 


| changed, and we are occupying a central position 


| 


ett i 


/on the globe. Emigration is coming to us from 
the East and from the West, and when our vacant 
| territory shall be filled up, when it shall reach a 
| population of one hundred and fifty or five hun- 

dred millions, who can say what will be our des- 


net 
hen our railroad system shall progress on 
| proper principles, extending from one extreme of 
| the country to the other, like so many arteries; 
| when your telegraphic wires shal! be stretched 
| along them as the tendons in the human arm, and 
| thew shall run in parallel lines, and be crossed at 
| right angles, until the whole globe, as it were, and 
especially this great center, shall be covered like 
| anet-work with these arteries and tendons; when 
the face of the globe shall flash intelligence like 
the face of man; when it shall become sensitive 
to touch—we, occupying this important point, re- 
ceiving acquisitions from the East and from the 
West, mer Sod our institutions more perfect, sci- 
ence may be advanced so that instead of receiv- 
ing immigration, instead of receiving nations from 
abroad, this will be the great sensorium from 
which our notions of religion, our notions ef gov- 
ernment, our improvements in works of every 
description shall radiate from this as a common 
center, and revolutionize the whole world. , 
Who dares say that this is not our destiny, if 
we will only permit it to be fulfilled? Then let 
us go on with this great work of interesting men 
in becoming connected with the soil; interesting 





them in remaining in your mechanic shops; pre- 
vent their accumulation in the streets of your 
cities; and in doi 


this, you will dispense with 
the necessity for 


l your pauper system. By 
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doing this you enable each community to take 
care of its own poor. By doing this you destroy 
and break down the great propensity that exists | 
with men to hang and loiter and perish about the | 
cities of the Union, as is done now-in the older | 
countries. 
It is well enough, Mr. President, to see where 
our publie lands have been going. There seems | 
to be a great scruple now in reference to the ap- | 
ropriation of lands for the benefit of the people; | 
But the Federal Government has been very lib- 
eral heretofore in granting lands to the States for 
railroad purposes. We can pass law after law, 
making grant after grant of the public lands to 
corporations, Without alarming any one here. We || 
have already granted to railroad monopolies, to 
corporations, ‘twenty-four million two hundred } 
and forty-seven thousand acres. Those grants | 
hardly meet with opposition in Congress; but it | 
seems to be very wrong, in the estimation of | 
some, to grant lands to the’people on the condi- | 
tions proposed in the bill before us. We find, 
furthermore, that there have been granted to the | 
Siates, as swamp lands—and some of these lands | 
will turn out to be the most productive on the | 
globe—forty million one hundred and thirty-three | 
thousand five hundred and sixty-five acres. | 
In relation to the public lands, and the grants 
which have been made by the Government, I have || 
obtained from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office several tables, which I now submit. 





} 


} 
| 
| 
Estimate of the quantities of land which will inure to the 

States under grants for railroads, up to June 30,1857. || 
States. Aeres. Date of Law. 
I}linois.........2,595,053...... September 20, 1850. 
Missouri ...... -1,815,435......Jume 10, 1852, Feb. 9, 1853. | 
} 


Arkansas....... 1,465,297...... February 9, 1853. 
Michigan.......3.096.000,.....June 3. 1856. 
Wisconsin.....-1,622.800...... June 3, 1856. 


lowa,......++--3,456,000...... May 15, 1856. 
Louisiana......1,102,560......June 3, and Aug. 11, 1856. | 
Mississippi..... 950,400......August 11, 1856. | 
May 17, June 3,and Aug. | 


Alabama.......J,913,390.... 11, 1856, March 3, 1857. | 
Fiorida.....+ ..-1,814,400...... May 17, 1856. 
Minnesota..... 4,416,000 ......March 3, 1857. 


«24,247,335 





Total .. ses 


Statement showing the quantity of swamp land approved to | 
the several States, up to 30th June, 1857: 

States. Acres. 
25,650.71 
SIODR 6 cch.cs nastgs dah oh WsKnncvgceedcceess CO I 
BNOIS..0 os seccivcceseccse caves cevecccccccce Lyte l40.72 | 
MissOULi ..cccccccccccccevoesccsencressccees GO1D 900.07 


QRIOs ie dn0:0.09.00 0s saecnsideccee osbecesescace 


PE entivenes éns a s0enene ae 60 60620 cones 2,595.51 
Mississippi....c.ce cscs coves Snesieesnioshn doe - 2,834,796.11 | 
Louisiana..... Srocvcccecececcacereceoccccss FOUL dd.46 
IRR han ap0ces a0 00 sep cca'scensc.cevenees Ge 
Arkansas...... 6een'ssecneenetoces tee eeeeeeee D020, 1124.94 | 
FIOTIAR .. 00 cece voccceccescvicccs soccvecssece cl UydOb, 902.47 | 
WISCONSIN... vecccccesscccccvcocscccesccees 1,650,712.10 





dene sdnisn0e0kes.04nnbscancnves oneal | 


Estimate of unsold and wpappropriated lands in each of the | 
States and Territories, including surveyed and unsurveyed, 
offered and unoffered lands, on the 30th June, 1856: 


States and Territo- Number of quarter 








ries. Acres. sections, | 
ORO. cTigspetacsteedeas 43,553.34 72 
ee ra 36.307 .41 227 | 
DERE cachet Ge de céee 511,662.85 3,198 
Missouri........seeeeee2 13,365,319.81 83,533 
Alabama.......ss20+.+5 9,459,367.74 59,121 
Mississippi.........2+.. 5,519,390.69 34,496 
Lovisiana......eseeeee0 5,933,373.83 37,083 
Michigan,,........+++++ 10,056,298.06 62,852 | 
Arkansas ......e00ee00+ 15,609,542 84 97,560 | 
Florida.......00s00cee06 18,067,072.75 112,919 | 
TPR cccncaccae sosseess . Gere Oe 38,985 | 
Wisconsin......+.+..e0. 15,222,549.50 95,141 
California ..........+++- 113,682,436 .00 710515 1} 
Minnesota Territory.... 82,502,608.33 515,641 
Oregon ss eeee 118,913,241 .31 743,208 


Washington eves 76,444 ,055,25 477,775 





New Mexico “ —.,.. 155,210,804.00 970,067 
Utah +. 134,243,733..00 839,023 
Nebraska “  ,,,, 206,984,747.00 1,293,655 
Kansas & see 76,361,058.00 477,256 
Indian « 1... 42,892,800.00 268,080 
Total ...s0e sees + 14107,207,572.74 6,920,607 
The table giving the estimated quantityof all our 
ublic lands, shows the feasibility of the plan in 
avor of which I have been speaking. I know 


that some gentlemen from the southern States ob- 
ject to this bill because they fear that it will carry 1 
wie from the free States into those States. 

Well, sir, on this point I have drawn some con- 
clusions from figures, which I will present tothe | 
Senate. In the State of Alabama there arenow | 
undisposed of eighty-three million five hurdred | 


| 
| 


and thirty-three thousand quarter sections of land. | 


| go. If, by crossing the boundary of my State and 


| into Illinois, or Louisiana, or Mississippi, or Ark- | 
| ansas, or any other State, and better his condition, 


| care not where he goes, so that he is under the | 


|| tion, for the reason that going West they could 


| some piny plain, or in some other State upon some 





I ask my southern friends, would it not be better || 
if a manin the State of Alabama would select a || 
uarter section there, and take the two hundred || 
ollars it would have cost him, and expend it 
there, even though it might be inferior land, than | 
to compel him to pay $1 25 an acre, and emigrate 
from the State of Kiabame to a place where he 
could get better land? If you compel him to pay 
the higher price, it becomes his interest to leave 
his native State; but by permitting him to take the 
land and expend on its improvement what he || 
would otherwise have to pay, and what it would | 
cost him to move, the chances are that he will || 
remain where he is. In the State of Mississippi | 


| 
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ee ee 


her stil!.’” She is still my mother; she is my 
native State; and I love her as such, and T love 
her people, too. But what an idea is it to present, 
as influencing the action of a statesman, that peo- 
pie may not emigrate from one State to another ' 

ir, [say let aman go anywhere within the bound- 
aries of the United States where he can better his 
condition. 

Mr. President, if I entertained the notions that 
some of my friends who oppose this bill do, [ 
should be a more ardent advocate of the policy 
than I am now, if that were possible. My friend, 





| from Alabama [ Mr. Ciay] entertains some strange 


notions in reference to eae the people; 
and in his speech on the fisheries bill, he gave this 





there are thirty-four thousand four hundred and | 
ninety-six quarter sections; in Louisiana, thirty- | 
seven thousand; in Arkansas, ninety-seven thou- | 
sand; in Florida, one hundred and twelve thou- | 
sand. Altogether, the quarter sections of public | 
lands belonging to the Government amount to six 
million nine hundred and twenty thousand. How 
feasible the plan is. I have shown, too, that it | 
would take over six hundred years to dispose of | 
the public lands at the rate we have been dispos- | 
ing of them, and that if you take one million 
quarter sections and have oan settled and culti- 
vated, you will obtain more revenue, and you | 
will enhance the remaining public lands more 
than the value of those the Becoumenen gives, 

I live in a southern State; and, if 1 know my- 
self, lam as good a southern man as any one who 
lives within the borders of the South. It seems | 
to be feared that by this bill we compel men to go | 
on the lands. | want to compel no man to go. I 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| want to leave each and every man to be controlled | 


by his own inclination, by his own interest, and | 
not to force him; but is it statesmanlike, is it phil- 
anthropic, is it Christian, to keep a man ina State, | 
and refuse to let him go, because, if he does go, 
he will tend to populate some other portion of the | 
country? Ifa man lives in the county in which | 
I live, and he can, by crossing the line into an- 
other county, better his condition, I say let him 


going into another, he can better his condition, I | 
say let him go. Ifa mancan go from Tennessee | 


let him go. I care not where he goes, so that he 
locates himself in this great area of freedom, be- 
comes attached to our institutions, and interested 
in the prosperity and welfare of the country. [| | 


protection of our stars and stripes. | say let him | 

o where he can better the condition of himself, | 

is wife, and children; let him go where he can | 
receive the greatest remuneration for his toil and | 
for his labor. What kind of a policy is it to say | 
that a man shall be locked up hares was born, 
and shall be confined to the place of his birth? 


proposition a kind of side blow, a lick by indirec- 
tion. I do not object to that; but if I entertained 
his opinions I should be a more determined and 
zealous advocate of the policy of this bill than I 
am now, if that were possible. In his speech upon 
the Lecompton constitution that Senator, in speak- 
ing of the powers of the convention which framed 
the constitution, said: 

“In my opinion, they would have acted in stricter ac 
cordance with the spirit and genius of our institutions iMthey 
had not submitted it im whole or in part tothe popular vote. 
Our governments are Republics, not democracies. ‘The peo- 
Ee exercise their sovereignzy not in person at the bailot- 

»x, but through agents, delegates, or representatives. Our 
fathers founded republican Governments in preference to 
Democracies, not so much because it would be impracuca- 
| ble as because it would be unwise and inexpedient for the 

people themselves to assemble and adopt laws.”’ 

I have always thought the general idea had been 
that it was not practicable to do everything in a 


|| strict democratic sense, and that it was more con- 


venient for the peaple to appear through their del- 
egates. But the Senator said further: 


‘They were satisfied, from reading and reflection, of the 
truth of Mr. Madison’s observation about pure democracies, 
that they ‘ have ever been spectaclés of turbulence and con- 
tention ; have ever been found incompatible with personal 
security, or the rights of property ; and have in general been 
as short in their lives as they have been violent in their 
deaths.’ They knew from the examples furnished by Greece 
and Italy, that it is impossible, in a pure democracy, to re- 
move the causes or control the effects of faction ; that an 
absolute majority is oftener swayed by passion then by rea- 
son ; that its voice is oftener thatof ademon than of a God ; 
that it is the most cruel, rapacious, intolerant, and intwler 
able of all tyrants. They knew that it is a wholly irrespons- 
ible power; acknowledging no superior, for it is itself 
supreme ; Owing no obedience, for it is its own master ; re- 
specting no authority, for it is a law unto itself; subject to 
no control or restraint, except the still small voice of con- 
science, which is too often drowned in the tamu!tuous 
waves of party orof faction. It might sacrifice public good 
or private rigtts to any ruling passion Or interest of the hour, 
with impunity. I[t had robbed the rich to relieve the poor, 
and oppressed the poor to aggrandize the rich, with equal 
ardor or indifference. It had voted hemlock to-day and 
statues to-morrow, to its best citizens. They suffered no 
man to be a judge in his own case, lest he should be biased 
by passion, or by interest; and could find ne better reason 
why a large body of men, although a majority, should be 
the supreme and final arbiter of its cause~ On the con- 
trary, they knew that a large body of men is more liable to 
be controilled by passion or by interest than a single indi- 





Take the State of North Carolina, represented by 
the honorable Senator before me, [Mr. CLineman } 
—and I have no doubt it is his intention to rep- 
resent that people to their satisfaction—would it 
have been proper to require the people of North 
Carolina, from her early settlement to the present 
time, to be confined within her boundaries? Would 
they not have looked upon it asahard sentence? 
W ould they not have iooked upon it as oppressive 
and cruel? North Carolina has supplied the west- 
ern States with a large prepersies of her popula- 


better their condition. Who would prevent them 
from doing it? Who would say to the poor man 
in North Carolina, that has no land of his own to 
cultivate, that lives upon some barren angle, or 


stony ridge, that he must plow and dig the place 
appointed to him by his landlord, and that he is 
not to emigrate where he can better his condition? 
What is his prospect? He has to live poor; he 
has to live hard; and, in the end, when he dies, 
overty, want, is the only inheritance he can leave 
Sis children. There is no one who has a higher 
appreciation of North Carolina than Ihave; she | 
is my native State. I found it to be my interest | 
to emigrate, and I should have thought it cruel | 
and hard if I had been told that I could not leave | 
her boundary. Although North Carolina did not 
afford me the advantages of education, though I | 
cannot speak in the language of the schoolmen, 
and call her my cherishing mother, yet, in the 
language of Cowper, “ with all her faults, I love 
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vidual, and is more apt to sacrifice the rights of the minority, 
because it can be done with more impunity. Hence they 
endeavored to impose restraints upon themselves. Hence 
they committed the making of all their laws, organic or 
municipal, to their delegates or representatives, whose 
crimes they could punish, whose errors they could correct, 
and whose powers they could reclaim. 

“The great security of our rights of life, liberty, and 
property, is in the responsibility of those who make and of 
those who execute the law. Establish as a principle that 
to give sanction to law, it must be approved by a majority 
at the ballot-box, and you take away this security and sur- 
render those rights to the most capricious, rapacious, and 
cruel of tyrants. I regret to see the growing spirit in Con- 
gress and throughout the country to democratize our Gov- 
ernment; to submit every question, whether pertaining to 
organic or municipal laws, to the vote of the people. This 
is sheer radicalism ; it is the Red Republicanism of revola- 
tionary France, which appealed to the sections on all occa- 
sions, and not the American Republicanism of our fathers. 
Their Repubiicanism was stable and conservative ; this is 
mutable and revolutionary. Theirs afforded a spield for 
the minority; this gives a sword to the majority. Theirs 
defended the rights of the weak ; this surrenders them to 
the power of the strong. God forbid that the cnargoee 
of this day should prevail over the philanthropic and phito- 
sophic statesmanship of our fathers.’’ 


In the same speech, the Senator said: 


** Property is the foundation of every social fabric. To 
preserve, protect, and perpetuate rights of property, society 
is formed, and government is framed.”’ 

Now, if I entertained these notions, I should un- 
questionably go for the homestead bill. 1 am free 
to say, here, that I do not hold the doctrine ad- 
vanced by the honorable gentleman from Ala- 
bama, to the extent that he goes. I believe the 
people are capable of self-government. I think 
they have demonstrated so most clearly; and I do 
not think the Senator’s history of democracy 
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states the case as it should be. I presume in the i 
Senator’s own State the people acted directly || 
upon their constitution at the ballot-box. That 
isthe organic law. If they did not there, they 
have done so in most of the States of the Union; 
not, perhaps, in their original formation of their 
governments, but as the people have gone on and 
advanced in popular government. The honora- 
ble Senator seems to be opposed to democratizing; 
in other words, he is opposed to popularizing our 
institutions; he is afraid to trust the control of 
things to the people at the ballot-box. Why, sir, 
the organic law which confers all the power upon 
your State Legislatures, creates the different di- 
visions, different departments of the State. The 
government are controlled at the ballot-box, and 
the doctrine set forth in the constitution of Ala- 
bama is, that the people have a right to abolish 
and change their form of government when they 
think proper. The principle isclearly recognized; 
and on this my honorable friend and myself dif- 
fer essentially. | find asimilar doctrine laid down 
in a pamphlet which I have here. 


“In the convention that framed the Constitution of the 
United States, Gouverneur Morris said, that ‘ Property is the 
main object of society.’ Mr. King said, * Property is the 
primary object of society.’ Mr. Butler contended strenu- 
ously that ‘ Property was the only just measurer of repre- 
sentation, ‘This was the great object of government; the 
great cause of war; the great means of carrying it on.’ 
Mr. Madison said, that ‘ In future times a great majority of 
the people will not only be without landed, but any other 
sort of property. These will either combine under the in- | 
fluence of their common situation—in which case the right 
of property and the public liberty will not be secure in their 
hands—or, what is more probable, they will become the 
tools of opulence and ambition.’ Gouverneur Morris again 
said, ‘give the votes to the people who have no property, 
and they will sell them te the rich who will be able to buy 
them. We should not confine our attention to the present 
moment. The time is not far distant when this country will 
abound with mechanics and manulacturers, who will re- 
ceive their bread from their employers. Will such men be 
the secure and faithful guardians of liberty?’ Madison re 
marks, that those who opposed the property hasis of repre- 
sentation, did so on the ground that numbers of people was 
a fair index to the amount of property in any district.” 


These are not notions entertained by me; but 
they are important as the notions of some of our 
public men at the early formation of our Govern- 
ment. I entertain no such notions. If, however, 
the Senator from Alabama holds that property is 
the main object and basis of society, he, above all 
other men, ought to go for this bill, so as to place 
every man in the possession of a home and an in- 
terest in his country. The very doctrine that he 
lays down appeals to him trumpet-tongued, and 
asks him to slaed these men in acondition where 
they can be relied upon. His argument is unan- 
awerable, if tt be true, in favor of the homestead 
bill, It is taking men out of a dependent con- 
dition; it is preventing this Government from 
sinking into that condition that Rome did in her 
decline. Lask him now, if he entertains these 
opinions, as promulgated in his speech, to come 
up and join with usin the passage of this bill, and 
make every man, if possible, a property-holder, 
interested in hiscountry; give hima basis to settle 
upon, and make him reliable at the ballot-box. 

His speech isa fine production. I heard it with 
interest at the time it was delivered. 1 hold the 
opposite to him. Instead of the voice of the peo- 
ple being the voice of a demon, | go back to the 
old idea, and I favor the policy of popularizing all 
our free institutions. We are Democrats, occu- | 
pying a position here from the South; we start 
together, but we turn our backs upon each other || 
very soon. His policy would take the Govern- 
ment furtherfrom the people. I go in a direction 
to popularize it, and bring it nearer to the people. 
There is no better illustration of this than that 
old maxim, which is adopted in all our ordinary | 
transactions, that ‘‘ if you wanta thing done, send | 
somebody to do it; if you want it well done, go 
and doit yourself.”’ fi applies with great force 
in governmental affairs as in individual affairs; | 
and as we can advance and make the workings | 
and operation of our Governmentamiliar to and 
understood by the people, the better forus. I say, 
when and wherever it is practicable, let the peo- 
ple transact their own business; bring them more 
m contact with their Government, and then you 
will arrest expenditure, you will arrest corrup- 
tion, you will have a purer and better Govern- 
ment. 

I hold to the doctrine that man can be advanced; 
that man can be elevated; that man can be more 
exalted in his character and condition. We are |! 
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told, on high authority, that he is made in the 
image of his God; that he is endowed with a cer- 
tain amount of epic, & And I believe man can 
be elevated; man can become more and more en- 


| dowed with divinity; and as he does he becomes 


more God-like in his character and capable of 
governing himself. Let us go on elevating our 


| people, perfecting our institutions, until democ- 
| racy shall reach such a point of perfection that we 


can exclaim with truth that the voice of the, peo- 


ple is the voice of God. 


As I said, I have entertained different notions 


from those inculcated by the honorable Senator. 


If 1 entertained his notions, then I should be for 
the homestead. 


are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights ; that among these are life, 


| liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these 


rights governments are instituted among men, deriving their 


| just powers from the consent of the governed.”’ 


Is property laid down there as the great element 


| and the great basis of society? It is only one; and 
Mr. Jefferson laid it down in the Declaration of 
| Independence, that it was a self-evident truth that 


government was instituted—for what? To protect 
men in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 


| That is what Mr. Jefferson said. And who in- 


dorsed it? The men who framed the Declaration 
of Independence, not going upon the property 
idea, that that was the only element of society. 


| This was the doctrine established by those who 
proclaimed our independence. Life, liberty, and || 


the pursuit of happiness were three great elements 


|of government, and not property exclusively. 
When the declaration came forth from the old | 
| Congress hall, it came forth as a column of fire | 


and light. It declared that the security of life and 


liberty and the pursuit of happiness, were the | 
| three great elements of government. Mr. Jeffer- | 


son, in his first inaugural address, which is the 


greatest paper that has ever been written in this | 
Goverument, and I commend it to the reading of |! 


those who say they are Democrats, by way of re- 
freshing their memories, that they may understand 
what are correct Democratic principles, says: 


‘* Sometimes it is said that man cannot be trusted with the 
government of himself. Can he, then, be trusted with the 


| governmentof others ? Or have we found angels in the form 
of kings to govern him? Let history answer this question.”? | | 


Mr. Jefferson seems to think mancan be trusted | 
with the government of himself. In the Declara- || 
| tion of Independence he does not embrace Poe. 
l 


erty; in fact, itis not referred to. But Iam wi 


ing to concede that it is one of the primary and | 
elementary principles in government. Mr. Jef- | 


ferson declares the great truth that man is to be 


trusted; that man is capable of governing himself, || 
| and that he has aright to govern himself. 
| same inaugural address of Mr. Jefferson, we find | 
the passage usually attributed to Washington’s 


In the 


Farewell Address, which has got universal circu- 


lation—that we should pursue our own policy; | 
romote our own institutions, | 
maintaining friendly relations with all, entangling | 
alliances with none. Let us carry out the doc- | 
trines of the inaugural address of Mr. Jefferson; | 
let us carry out the great principles laid down | 


that we should 


in the Declaration of Independence, which this 
homestead bill embraces. 

But I wish to call attention to some other au- 
thority on this subject. As contradistinguished 


| from the views of the Senator from Alabama, I || m 
| present the views of a recent writer as in accord- || rights, and acquire the power of a practical application of 


ance with my own notions of Democracy: 


** The Democratic party represents the great principle of 
progress. It is onward and outward in iis movements. It 
has a heart for action, and motives for a world. It consti- 
tutes the principles of diffusion, and is to humanity what 
the centrifugal foree is to the revolving orbs of a universe. 
What motion is to them, Democracy is to principle. It is 
the sout in action. It conforms to the providence of God. 
It has confidence in man, and an abiding reliance in bis 
high destiny. It seeks the largest liberty, the greatest good, 
and the surest happiness. It aims to build up the great 
interests of the many, to the Jeast detriment of the few. It 
remembers the past, without neglecting the present. It 
establishes the present, without fearing to provide for the 
future. It cares for the weak, while it permits no injustice 
to the strong. It conquers the oppressor, and prepares the 
subjects of tyranny for freedom. It melts the bigot’s heart 
to meekness, and reconciles his mind t&knowledge. It dis- 
pels the clouds of ignorance and superstition, and prepares 
the people for instruction and self-respect. It adds wisdom 
to legislation, and improved judgment to government. It 
favors enterprise that yields a reward to the many and an 
industry that is permanent. It is the pioneer of humanity— 
the conservater of nations, It fails only when it ceases to 


I hold in my hand a document | 
| that was proclaimed in 1776: 


“ We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men | 
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|| be true to itself. Vor populi vor Dei, has proved to be both 
|| a proverb and a prediction. 

** [tis a mistake to suppose that Democracy may not be 
advanced under different forms of government. Its own, jt 
|| should be remembered, is the highest conventional fori 

| that which precedes the lofty independence of the individ. 
|| ual spoken of by the Apostle to the Hebrews, who will need 
|| government but from the law which the Lord has placed in 
his heart. 
1 ‘Tn one respect, all nations are governed upon the same 

principle ; that is, each adopts the form which it has the 

understanding and the power to sustain. There is in all a 
greater or lesser power, and it requires no profound specu- 
lation to decide which will control. A tyrannical dictator 
may du more to advance the true interests of Democracy 
than a moderate sovereign who is scrupulously guarded by 
an antiquated constitution ; for the tyrant adds vigor to his 
opponents by his deeds of oppression. 

“ The freyuent question as to what form of government 
is best, is often answered without any reference to condition 
or application of principles. There can be properly but one 
answer, and yet the application of that answer may lead to 
great diversity of views. 

‘* When itis asserted that the democratic form of govern- 
ment is unquestionably the best, it must be considered that 
the answer not only designates the form preferred, but im- 
plies a confident belief in the advanced condition of the 
people who are to be the subjects of it. It premises the ca- 
pacity for self control, and a corresponding degree of know}- 
edge in regard to the rights, balances, and necessities, of 
society. It involves a discriminating appreciation of the 
varied duties of the man, the citizen, and the legislator. [t 
presupposes a reasonable kuowledge of the legitimate means 
and ends of government, enlarged views of humanity, and 
of the elements of national existence. 

**The democratic form of government is the best, be- 
cause its standard of moral requisition is the highest. It 
claims for man a universality of interest, liberty and justice. 
|| It is Christianity, with its mountain beacons and guides. It 

is the standard of Deity based on the eternal principles of 
truth, passing through and rising above the yielding clouds 
of ignorance, into the regions of infinite wisdom. As we 
live on, this ‘ pillar of the cloud by day, and the pillar of 
fire by night,’ will not be taken from before the people, but 
stand immovable, immeasurable, and in the brightness of 
its glory continue to shed increasing light on a world and a 
universe. 

‘The great objects of knowledge and moral culture of 
| the people are among its most prominent provisions. Prac- 
tical religion and religious freedom are the sunshine of its 
growth and glory. Itis the sublime and mighty standard 
| spoken of by the Psalmist, who exclaims, in the beautiful 
|| language of poetical conception : 

‘** The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above 
the heavens. Who is like unto the Lord our God, who 
dwelleth on high; who humbleth himself to behold the 
things that are in heaven and in the earth? He raiseth up 
the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the 
dunghill, that he may set him with princes, even with the 
princes of the people.’ 

‘To say that man is not in a condition to realize or to 

|| appreciate such a standard, is to admit its necessity. To 
| object to its lofty requisitions, is to establish its authority. 
| The standard for a world should be in harmony with the 
| attributes of Deity, above and beyond the present wants of 
| humanity. 
“ To say that an ignorant and immoral people are capa- 
|| ble of self-government, is asserting that government may 
be administered without knowledge aud without justice. 
Such a proposition is admitted by no one; and is, therefore, 
inadmissible in all discussions as to what form of govern- 
ment is best. 

** Democracy is a permanent element of progress, and is 
present everywhere, whatever may be the temporary form 
of the ruling power. Its inextinguishable fires first burst forth 
in an empire, and its welcome lights cheer the dark domains 
of despotism. While tyrants hate the patriot and exile him 
from their contracted dominions, the spirit of Democracy 
invests him as a missionary of humanity, and inspires him 
with an eloquence which moves aworld. Its lightning rays 
cannot be hidden; its presence cannot be banished. Dic- 
tators, Kings, and emperors, are but its servants; and,as man 
becomes elevated to the dignity of self-knowledge and con- 
trol, their administration ceases. Their rule indicates an 
imperfect state of society, and may be regarded as the moral 
props of the builder, necessary only to sustain a people in 

their different periods of growth. One cannot speak of them 
|| lightly, nor indulge in language that should seem to deny 
their fitness as the instruments of good in the hands of Prov- 
|| idence. Their true position may be best gathered from the 
|| prediction which is based upon a knowledge of the past and 
|| present condition.of man—that all reps and empires 
must cease, whenever a people have a knowledge of their 








principles. This is the work of time. It is the work of 
| constant, repeated trial, ‘The child that attempts to step an 
hundred times and falls; the new-fledged bird that tries its 
feeble wings again and again before itis able to sweep te 
|| circle of the sky with its kindred flock, indicate the simple 
law upon which all strength depends, whether it be the 
strength of an insect, or the strength of a nation. 

‘** Because a people do not succeed in changing their form 
of government, even after repeated trials, we are not tointer 
that they are indulging in impracticable experiments, nor 
that they will be disappointed in ultimately realizing the great 
objects of their ambition. Indeed, all failures of this class 
are indicative of progressive endeavor. They imply an in- 
creasing knowledge of the true dignity of man, and a growing 
disposition to engage in new and more and niore difficult en- 
deavors. These endeavors are but the exercise of a nation, 


} 








i] and without them, no people can ever command the ele-, 


|| ments’of national existence and of self-control. But inqui- 
ries in regard to so extensive a subject, should be shaped 
within more practical limits.’’ * . ° * n 
* The oa of Democracy constitute the way-marks 
of the world. hey demand no extraneous element of en- 
durance for permanency, no fictitious splendor for embel- 
lish no borrowed greatness for glory. Originating In 
the if¥exhaustibie sources of power, moved by the spirit of 
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toverand liberty, and guided by the wisdom which comes 
from the instincts and experience of the immortal soul, as 
developed in the people, Democracy exists in the imperish- 
able principle of progress, and registers its achievements in 


the institutions ot freedom, and in the blessings which char- | 


acterize and beautify the realities of life. Its genius is to 
assert and advance the true dignity of mind, to elevate the 
motives and affections of man, and to extend, establish, 
rotect, and equalize the common rights of humanity. 

« Condoreet, although an aristocrat by genius and by 
pirth, became a Democrat from philosophy.”’—Lamartine, 

«“ A few years since,a Whig member of the United States 
Senate sneeringly asked Senator Allen, of Ohio, the ques- 
tion, ‘ what is Demecracy ?? The following was the prompt 
reply: ‘ Democracy is a sentiment not to be appalled, cor- 
rupted, Or compromised. It knows no baseness ; it cowers 
to no danger ; itoppresses no weakness ; destructive only of 
despotism, it is the sole conservator of liberty, labor, and 
property. It is the sentiment of freedom, of equal rights, 
of equal Spey law of nature pervading the law 
of the land. 
of What, sir,’ asked Patrick Henry, in the Virginia con- 
vention, of 1778, * is the genius of Democracy? Let me read 


that clause of the bill of rights of Virginia which relates to | 


this, (third clause :) That government is or ought to be in- 
stituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of 
the people, nation, or community ; of all the various modes 
and torms of government, that is best which is capable of 
producing the greatest degree of happiness and safety, and 
js most effectually secured against the dangers of mal-ad- 
ministration ; and that whenever any Government shall 
be found inadequate, or contrary to those principles, or con- 
trary to those purposes, a majority of the cominunity hath 
an indubitable, inalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, 
alter, or abolish it,in such manner as shall be judged the 
most conducive to the public weal.’ ’—Elliot’s Debates, 
vol. 3, page 77. 


In the same convention, Judge Marshall, said: || 


« What are the favorite maxims of Democracy? A strict 


observance of justice and public faith, and a steady adher- | 


ence to virtue—these, sir, are the principles of a good gov- 
ernment.’?—Ibid vol. 3, page 223. 

‘<*Democracy,’ says the late Mr. Legaré, of South Caro- 
lina, in an article published in the New York Review, ‘in 
the high and only true sense of that much abused word, is 
the destiny of nations, because it is the spirit of Christian- 
ity.’ "—Vol. 5, page 297. 

I have referred to the remarks of the Senator 
from Alabama to show that if his doctrines were 
true, he should go for the passage of the home- 
stead bill, because, in order to sustain the Gov- 
ernmént on the principles laid down by him, every 
man should be a property-holder. I want it un- 
derstood that I enter a disclaimer to the doctrine 
presented by him, and merely present his argu- 
ment to show why he, above all others, ought to 
go for the homestead policy. I refer to Mr. Le- 
garé, Judge Marshall, and the author of the his- 
tory of Democracy, as laying down my notions 
of Democracy, as contradistinguished from those 
laid down by the distinguished Senator from Ala- 
bama. Weare both members of the Democratic 
on I claim to be a Democrat, East, West, 
North, or South, oranywhereelse. [have nothing 
todisguise. I have referred to the Declaration of 


Independence, and to Mr. Jefferson’s inaugural | 


address, for the purpose of showing that Democ- 
racy means something very different from what 


was laid down by the distinguished Senator from | 


Alabama. I furthermore refer to these important 


documents to show that property is not the lead- | 
ing element of government and of society. Mr. | 
Jefferson lays down, as truths to be self-evident, | 


thatlife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are 
the leading essentials of government. 

But it isnot my purpose to dwell longer on that; 
and I wish to pass to the speech of the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Hammonp.] I disa- 
gree in much that was said by that distinguished 
Senator; and | wish to show that he ought to go 
for the homestead policy, so as to interest every 
man in the country. Zt nenay is the leading 
and principal element on which society rests; if 
property is the main object for which government 
was created, the gentlemen whoare the foremost, 
the most zealous, and most distinguished advo- 
cates of that doctrine should sustain the home- 


stead policy. The honorable Senator from South | 


Carolina, in his speech on the Lecompton consti- 
tution, by innuendo or indirection, had a hit at 
the homestead—a side blow. He said: 


. “Your people areawaking. They are coming here. They 
are thundering at our doors for homesteads, one hundred 
and sixty acres of land for nothing; and southern Senators 
are supporting them. Nay, they are assembling, as I have 
said, with arms in their hands, and demanding work at 
$1,000 a yas for six hours a day. Have you heard thatthe 
ghosts of Mendoza and Torquemada are stalking in the 
streets of your great cities? That the Inquisition is at 


hand ?? 

If this be true, as assumed by the distinguished 
Senator from South Carolina, is it not an argu- 
ment why men should be placed in a condition 
where they will not clamor, where they will not 
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| . 
raise mobs to threaten Government, and demand 
homesteads? Interest these men in the country; 
| give them homes, or let them take homes; let 
them become producers; let them become better 
1 . : 
|| citizens; let them be more reliable at the ballot- 
box. I want to take them on their ground, their 
| principle, that property is the main element of 
society and of government; and if their doctrine 
be true, the argument is still stronger in favor of 
|| the homestead than the position lL assume. But 
| the distinguished Senator from South Carolina 
i goes on: 
'| **In all social systems there must be a class to do the 
|} menial duties, to perform the drudgery of life. That is, a 
|| class requiring but a low order of intellect, and but little 
| skill. Its requisites are vigor, docility, fidelity. Sucha class 
| you must have, or you would not have that other class which 
| leads progress, civilization, and refinement. It constitutes 
| the very mud-sill of society and of political government; 
and you might as well attempt to build a house in the air, 
as to build either the one or the other, except on this mud- 


| 


|} ©The poor ye always have with you ;’ for the man who 
|| lives by daily labor, and scarcely lives at that, and who has 
|} to put out his tabor in the market, and take the best he can 
|| get for it—in short, your whole hireling class of manual la- 
|| borers and ‘ operatives,’ as you call them, are essentially 
|| slaves. The difference between us is, that our slaves are 
|| hired for lite and well compensated ; there is no starvation, 
| no begging, no want of employment among our people; and 
not too much employment either. Yours are hired by the 
|| day, not cared for, and scantily compensated, which may be 
| proved in the most painful manner, at any hour, in any street 
|| in any of your large towns. Why, you meet more beggars in 
one day, in any single street of the city of New York, than 
|| you would meet in a lifetime in the whole South. We do 
| not think that whites should be slaves either by law or ne- 
| cessity.”? 

| . ° 

| In this portion of the Senator’s remarks I con- 
| cur. Ido not think whites should be slaves; and 
|| if slavery is to existin this country, I prefer black 
| slavery to white slavery. But whatI want toget 
|| at is, to show that my worthy friend from South 
|| Carolina should defend the homestead policy, and 
|| the impolicy of making the invidious remarks that 
'| have been made here in reference to a portion of 
|| the population of the United States. Mr. Presi- 


|; dent, so far as I am concerned, I feel that I can | 


|| afford to speak what are my sentiments. I am 
|| no aspirant for anything on the face of God Al- 
|| mighty’searth. I have reached the summit of 
|} my ambition. The acme of all my hopes has been 
| attained, and I would not give the position I oc- 
| cupy here to-day for any other in the United 
| States. Hence, I say, can afford to speak what 
'| I believe to be true. 

|| In one sense of the term we are all slaves. A 
iI 


| in enumerations of this kind, you can scarcely 
| find any man, high or low in society, but who, in 

some sense, is a slave; but they are not slaves in 
|| the sense we mean at the South, and it will not 
|| do to assume that every man who toils for his liv- 
| ing isaslave. If that be so, all are slaves; for 
| all must toil more or less, mentally or physically. 


slaves. Willit do to assume that the man who 
labors with his hands, every man who is an oper- 
|| ative ina manufacturing establishment or a shop, 
is a slave? No, sir; that will not do. Will it 
| do to assume that every man who does not own 
slaves, but has to live by his own labor, isa slave? 
That will not do. If this were true, it would be 
| very unfortunate for a good many of us, and es- 
pecially soforme. [ama laborer with my hands, 
and I never considered myself a slave, in the ac- 
|| ceptation of the term slave in the South. Ido own 
| some; I made them by my industry, by the labor 
of my hands. In that sense of the term I should 
have been a slave while I was earning them with 
the labor of my hands. 
| Mr. HAMMOND. Will the Senator define a 
slave? 
i| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. What we un- 
|| derstand to be a slavein the South, is a man who 
1 is held during his natural life subject to,and under 
the control of, a master. The necessities of life, 
| and the various positionsin which a man may be 
| placed, operated upon by avarice, gain, or ambi- 
| 








tion, may cause him to labor; but that does not 
makeaslave. How many men are there in soci- 

ety who go out and work with their own hands, 
who reap in the field, and mow ina meadow, who 
hoe corn, who work in the shops? Are they 
slaves? If we were to go back and follow out this 
idea, that every operative and laborer is a slave, 
we should find that we have had a great many dis- 
|| tinguished slaves since the world commenced. 


| 
| 
| 


man is a slave to his ambition; he isa slave to | 
; 7. . a at « | 
|| his avarice; he is a slave to his necessities; and, 


But in the other sense of the term, we are not | 
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| Socrates, who first conceived the idea of the im- 
mortality of the soul, Pagan as he was, labored 
with his own hands;—yes, wielded the chisel and 
the mallet, giving polish and finish to the store; he 
afterwards turned to be a fashioner and constructor 
of the mind. Paul, the great expounder, himself 
was a tent-maker, and worked with his hands: 
was he a slave? Archimedes, who declared that, 
if he had a place on which to rest the fulcrum, with 
the power of his lever he could move the world: 
was hea slave? Adam, our great father and head, 
the lord of the world, was a tailor by trade: I 
wonder if he was a slave ? 

When we talk about laborers and operatives, 
look atthe columns thatadorn this Chamber, and 
see their finish and style. We are lost in admi- 
ration at the architecture of your buildings, and 
their massive columns. We can speak with ad- 
miration. What would it have been but for hands 
to construct it?) Was the artizan who worked 
upon itaslave? Let us go to the South and see 
how the matter stands there. Is every man that 
is not a slaveholder to be denominated a slave be- 
cause he labors? Why indulge in such a notion? 
The argument cuts at both ends of the line, and 
these kind of doctrines do us infinite harm in the 
South. There are operatives there; there are la- 
borers there; there are mechanics there. Are they 
slaves? Who is itin the South that gives us title 
and security to the institution of slavery? Who 
is it, let me ask every southerner around me? 
Suppose, forinstance, we take the State of South 
Carolina; and there are many things about her 
and her people that I admire: we find that the 
384,984 slaves in South Carolina are owned b 
how many whites? They are owned by 25,556. 
Take the State of Tennessee, with a population 
of 800,000; 239,000 slaves are owned by 33,864 
persons. The slaves in the State of Alabama are 
owned by 29,295 whites. The whole number of 
slaveholders in all the slave States, when summed 
up, makes 347,000, owning three and a half mil- 
lion slaves. The white population in South 
Carolina is 274,000; the slaves greater than the 

| whites. The aggregate population of the State 

| is 668,507. 

| The operatives in South Carolina are 68,549. 
Now? take the 25,000 slave-owners out, and a 

| large proportion of the people of South Carolina 
work with their hands. Willit do to assume that, 

'| in the State of South Carolina, the State of Ten- 
nessee, the State of Alabama, and the other slave- 
holding States, all those who do not own slaves 
are slaves themselves? Will this assumption do ? 
W hat does it do at home in our own States? It 
has a tendency to raise prejudice, to engender op- 
position to the institution of slavery itself. Yet 
our own folks will do it, 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator from Tennes- 
see allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Race Yes, sir. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator is making an ex- 
|| hibition of the very few slaveholders in the south- 
'| ern States, in proportion to the white population, 
| according to the census, That is an exhibition 
| which has been made before by Senators who sit 

on the other side of the Chamber. They have 
brought before the American people what they 
allege to be the fact, shown by the census, that of 
| the white population in the southern States, there 
'are very few who are slaveholders. The Senator 
from Tennessee is now doing the same thing. I 
| understand him to say there are but some—I do 
| not remember exactly the numbers, but I think 
| three hundred thousand or a fraction more of the 
whites in the slaveholding States, who own three 
|| million slaves; but he made no further exposition. 
| Task the Senator to state the additional fact that 
|| the holders of the slaves are the heads of families 
| of the white population; and neither that Senator 
| nor those whose example he has followed on the 
other side, has stated the fact that the white pop- 
ulation in the southern States, as in the other 
States, embraces men, women, and children. He 
has exhibited only the number of siaveholders 
who are heads of families. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Senator 
says I have not made an exhibit of the fact. The 
Senator interrupted me before I had concluded. 
I gave way as a matter of courtesy to him. Per- 
haps his speech would have had ®o place, if he 

| had waited to hear me a few moments longer. 
| Mr. MASON, I shall wait, I thought the Sen- 
|| ator had passed that point. 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I was stating 
the fact, that according to the census tables three 
hundred and forty-seven thousand white persons 
owned the whole number of slaves in the south- 
ern States. I was about to state that the families 
holding these slaves might average six or eight or 
ten persons, all of whom are interested in the prod- 
ucts of slave labor, and many of these slaves are 
held by minors and by females. I was not allu- 
ding to the matter for the purpose the Senator 
from Virginia seefns to have intimated, and I 


/come reconciled to the institution. Especially | 


should have been much obliged to him if he had | 


waited until he heard my application of these fig- 
ures. 


I was going to show that expressions like | 


those to which I have alluded, operate against us | 


in the South, and I was following the example of 
noone. I was taking these facts from the census 
tables, which were published by order of Con- 
gress, to show the bad policy at injustice of de- 
celaring that the laboring portion of our population 
were slavesand menials. Such declarations should 
not be applied to the people either North orSouth. 
I wished to say in that connection, that, in my 
opinion, if a few men at the North and at the 
South, who entertain extreme views on the sub- 
ject of slavery, and desire to keep up agitation, 
were out of the way, the great mass of the peo- 


and harmoniously under our institutions. 

Nor, sir, am I a conservative; but I am for ad- 
ministering thisGovernment on correct principles. 
I believe the time will come when the northern 
States will be the advocates of the institution of 
slavefy in the South. I bélieve the time will come 
which we heard announced on the other side of 
the House, when Massachusetts will be for free 
trade. How long is it since she was standing 
here advocating protection, high tariffs, and boun- 
ties? Yesterday her Senator told us she was for 
free trade, and the abolition of all custom-houses. 
J am not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but 
I predict here that the time will come when the 


| conclusion I was coming to. Look at the three | 


lars invested in what? 
/ come when slave labor will be more poses’ 
t 
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present that other great idea, that slave labor is 
the only labor adapted to the production of these | 
articles, and the non-slaveholding States will be- 


will this be so when the northern mind comes to | 
understand thatthe man who has his capital invest- 
ed in labor is the surest and most reltable friend 
and advocate. Let us understand this idea. 

The Senator from Virginia mistook where I 
was driving. He mistook the direction of the | 


million slaves owned by three hundred and forty- 
seven thousand white persons, and those inter- | 
ested. Counting them at $500 a head, how mvch | 
will they come to? Fifteen hundred million dol- | 
In labor. The time will 


in sugar, cotton, and rice, than any other; when | 
the demand increases at home and abroad. You 
will find that slaves will be confined to that de- | 
scription of labor which is more productive, and 





| the production of those articles which are most | 


northern States will be the advocates of the insti- | 


tution of slavery as it existsin the South. Why? 
The whole difficulty, in my judgment, in regard 
to slavery, has arisen from a jealousy of political 
power in the Congress of the United States, The 
people of the North have been'told that the South 
obtain an undue proportion of power in the coun- 
cils of the nation because of the three fifths rep- 
resentation of slaves; that on the three million 
slaves they get eighteen Representatives. Now, 
if the question were looked at properly, it would 
be found that, instead of slavery being an element 
of political power, it is an element of political 
weakness. Ifslavery were abolished in the South, 
and herslaves made free men, instead of the South 
having eighteen Representatives for her three mil- 
lion slaves, she would have thirty Representa- 
tives. But for this provision of the Constitution, 
all the negroes in the South would be counted, 
and we should have a larger representation in the 
councils of the nation. 

This is what I was going to show; and the time 
will come when the South will have the North 
advocating the institution of slavery. Why do I 
say 80? 
posing, settle and cultivate these lands, reduce 
them to cultivation, widen the demand for cotton, 


| where do the mules, where do the large propor- | 


| 


| moment, 
ple, North and South, would go on prosperously || 


needed by the country. Then, do we not see and 
understand that just in proportion as you foster 
the one you protect and foster the other? 

Mr. MASON. The Senator will allow me a 
He says I-mistook the drift of his re- 
marks. I certainly did, so far as the theory with 
which he connects them is now exhibited, and I 


will not say that I have not mistaken the direc- 


tion altogether. The reason why I asked per- | 
mission to interrupt the Senator was, that the | 


_ exhibition which he made of the number of slave- | 


| 


|| those articles the northern producers become in- 


| 


et us go on with the policy I am pro- | 


widen the demand for rice, widen the demand for | 


sugarand tobacco, widen the demand for the prod- 
ucts of slave labor; and justin proportion as you 
do that, you reconcile the North to the institution 


of slavery Letus populate our public lands, and || 
reduce them to cultivation; let us embrace Cuba; | 
and when we shall have a sufficient amount of | 


country adapted to the production of sugar, and 
to the production of cotton, we shall supply the 
demands’ at home. Taking four hundred thou- 
sand bales of cotton as the amount consumed in 
the United States, and run your population to one 
hundred and fifty millions, and you create a de- 
mand at home for every pound of cotton that can 
be grown in the United States. Run it upto five 


hundred millions, and there will be more demand || 


for rice, cotton, and sugar at home than you can 
produte. 

When the northern people gome tosee and know 
that sugar, cotion, and rice, cannot be produted 
by any othe 
will beeo 
demand becoming great, they will see and feel the 
necessity of having those articles. Cotton must 
be had; sugar must be had; rice must be had. Then 


|| seven thousand slaveholders in the South havingan | 


i 


| in proportion as the South can get a high price 


'| hog, every mule, and every horse she buys. Just 


| 


| 


| 
| 


} 


| mar 


| 


| I have waited until this time, but I do not see that 
| he has yet shown it. 


| production of cotton. 


| turn, the South isa market for their manufactured 


holders in proportion to the white population was | 
an exhibition that had been made more than once | 
on the other side of the Chamber. We had always | 
considered it an unfair exhibition. The Senator 
made the same, and did not show its unfairness. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The gentle- 


| man, in his former remarks, gave the explanation 


of it, and I told him I had not reached that point, | 
and if he had waited a few moments | would have | 
made the same explanation he put in my mouth. | 
But I was going toshow, Mr. President, that the | 
people of the non-slaveholding States would ulti- | 
mately become the advocates of the institution of | 
slavery. Why? Is the South no market for | 
the productions of the non-slaveholding States? | 
Where does their pork, where do their horses, | 


j 


tion of all the articles of our consumption come 
from? From Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, a large | 
proportion is furnished. Well, then, just in pro- | 
portion as you create a demand in the South for 


terested in the institutions of the South, and just | 
for her cotton, she will pay a high price for every 


so with the North in the manufacture of articles. 
They go on manufacturing, and the South is a 

fet for them. Cotton is the great staple they 
consume. Hence, they become interested in the 
The South is interested in | 
the articles consumed by the North, and, in re- 


articles. 
I have said that the three hundred and forty- 


interest in slaves to the amount of $1,500,000,000, 
were the best friends, instead of being antago- 
nists, to northern labor. Why doI say so? Their | 
capital is invested in labor; and just in proportion 
as their capital is invested in labor, they become 
interested in hunting up new markets, in devising 
ways and means for the consumption of the pro- 
ducts of slave labor; and therefore, obtaining a 
higher price for those productions, and just in pro- 
portion as they realize a higher price for labor, in 
the very same proportion they are pres the 
labor of the white man in the non-slaveholding 
States. The necessity of the production of cotton 
and rice, when population reaches a certain point, 
and its consumption comes up to the product, will 
cause the northern mind to be reconciled to the in- 
stitution of slavery. 

Why is Great Britain so much opposed to the 





ind of labor than slave labor, they institution of slavery here? She sees and knows 
onciled to the institution. ‘The || there are $1,500,000,000 invested in labor. That 
\| labor brings about an ififluence advocating high 


oer for labor. In what does the capital of Great 
ritain consist? It is in stocks and in money. It 





|| stood on the subject of slavery. 
|| some gentleman was going to offer an amendment 











occupies a position that arrays it against hj 

riees for labor. ‘The capital of Grest Britain’. 
in the field against the world in opposition to high 

rices of labor. Her object is to reduce labor 
Ste to the lowest pointshe can getit. The in. 
terest of the southern man, his capital being jn 
labor, is to bring it up to the highest price. |¢ 
Great Britain can succeed in inducing the United 
States to change or to withdraw her capital out of 
labor, and put it in stocks or money, what would 
be the effect? The entire capital in the United 
States would at once be arrayed on the side of 
Great Britain, and on the side of the aristocracy 
of wealth against high prices for labor. 

This number of persons and this immense 
amountof capital and talent connected with slave 
labor, make the South the surest and the most relia- 
ble advocate the northern man has for high prices 
for labor; and the time will come when there wil 
be a perfect reciprocity in this country, The time 
will come, if we act as brethren and members of 
the same great Confederacy, when the northern 
man will see it to be his interest to stand by the 
institution of slave labor; when the southern man 
wiil see it to be his interest to stand by the Union, 
to stand by the agriculturists, and by the manu. 
facturer. Then, let us all go on harmoniously and 
gloriously together, and fil up and carry out our 
destiny. 

Take asimple illustration. A man at the South 
has a thousand dollars invested in labor. Does 
not that man try to get the highest price he can 
for the products of that labor? ‘Take another man 
who has a thousand dollarsin money. He has 
labor to buy, and does he not try to get labor as 
cheap as he can for his thousand dollars? Most 
unquestionably he does. The law is unerring and 
well established, and if it were well understood 
throughout the whole country, all the strife and 
turmoil with reference to the institution of slavery 
would be swept away, and the country every- 
where reconciled. The Senator from Virginia, | 
think, interrupted me too soon in supplying what 
he supposed to be a deficiency in my statement. 

Sir, carry out the homestead policy, attach the 
people to the soil, inducethem to love the Govern- 
ment, and you will have the North reconciled to 
the South, and the South to the North, and we 
shall nothave invidious doctrines preached to stir 
up bad feelings in either section. I know thatin 
my own State, and in the other southern Siates, 
the men who do not own slaves are among the 
first to take care of the institution. They will sub- 
mit to no encroachment from abroad, no interfer- 
ence from other sections. 

I have said, Mr. President, much more than | 
intended to say, and, I fear, in rather a desultory 
manner, but | hope I have made myself under- 

fines that 


to this bill, providing that the Government should 
furnish every man with aslave. So far as I am 
concerned, if it suited him, and his inclination led 
him that way, I wish to God every head of a fam- 
ily in the United States had one to take the 
drudgery and menial service off his family. | 
would have no objection to that; but this intima- 
tion was intended as a slur upon my proposition. 
I want that to be determined by the people of the 
respective States, and not by the Congress of the 
United States. I do not want this body to inter- 
fere by inuendo or by amendment, prescribing 
that the people shall have this or the other. I de- 
sire to leave that to be determined by tire people 
of the respective States, and not by the Congress 
of the United States. 
I hope, Mr. President, that this bill will be 
d. I think it involves the very first princi- 
ples of the Government: it is founded upon states- 
manship, humanity, philanthropy, and even upon 
Christianity itself. I know the argument has been 
made, why permit one portion of the people to go 
and take some of this land and not another? The 
law is in general terms; it places it in the power 


of every man who will go to take a portion of the 
land. e Senator from Alabama suggests to me 
that a person, in order to get the benefit of this bill, 


must prove that he is not the owner of other land. 
An amendment was yesterday inserted inthe bill 
striking out that provision. Then it places all on 
an ont to goand take.- Why should this not 
be done? It was conceded yesterday that the land 
was owned by the people. There are over three 
million heads of families in the United States; and 
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